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When	you’re	analyzing	complex	data	sets	in	Google	Sheets,	you	can	take	advantage	of	its	built-in	sorting	feature	to	organize	the	data.	You	can	sort	by	individual	columns	or,	for	more	complex	data,	you	can	sort	by	multiple	columns.	To	do	this,	you’ll	need	to	open	your	Google	Sheets	spreadsheet	and	select	the	data	set	you	wish	to	sort.	You	can	do	this
manually	by	selecting	the	cells	using	your	mouse,	or	by	selecting	one	of	the	cells	in	your	data	set	and	pressing	Ctrl+A	on	your	keyboard.	RELATED:	The	Beginner's	Guide	to	Google	Sheets	Once	your	data	is	selected,	click	Data	>	Sort	Range	from	the	Google	Sheets	menu.	In	the	“Sort	Range”	option	box,	you	can	select	how	you	wish	to	sort	your	data.
You	can	select	the	column	to	sort	by,	as	well	as	whether	to	sort	in	ascending	or	descending	order.	Click	the	“Data	Has	Header	Row”	to	be	able	to	select	columns	by	the	header	cell.	By	default,	Google	Sheets	will	only	offer	one	column	to	sort	by.	To	add	multiple	columns	to	your	sort	options,	select	the	“Add	Another	Sort	Column”	button.	When	you	sort
by	multiple	columns	in	Google	Sheets,	the	sort	will	take	place	in	order	from	top	to	bottom.	For	instance,	an	example	spreadsheet	has	product	sales	data	with	product	names,	sale	dates,	and	prices	shown.	If	you	wanted	to	sort	this	data	by	name	and	then	by	the	amount	sold,	you’d	want	to	select	the	product	name	column	in	column	A	(named	“Product”)
first	and	the	amount	sold	in	column	C	(named	“Price”)	second.	You	could	sort	this	in	ascending	order,	starting	with	product	names	near	the	start	of	the	alphabet	at	the	top,	then	with	prices	sorted	by	the	smallest	amount.	Select	“A-Z”	to	sort	this	way	or	“Z-A”	to	sort	in	descending	order	instead.	You	can	mix	and	match	these	options,	too.	For	this
example,	you	could	sort	in	ascending	order	for	product	names	and	descending	order	for	sales	amounts.	Once	your	sorting	options	are	set,	select	the	“Sort”	button	to	sort	your	data.	The	data	in	your	spreadsheet	will	be	rearranged	following	the	rules	set	in	the	“Sort	Range”	options	box.	For	this	example,	the	data	above	has	been	sorted	with	product
names	and	prices	both	in	ascending	order.	This	is	shown	clearly	with	the	monitor	and	mouse	products.	Priced	at	$100,	the	monitor	would	come	second	if	the	sort	was	only	performed	on	the	“Price”	column	(column	C).	As	the	sort	was	performed	on	the	“Product”	column	(column	A)	first,	however,	the	sold	monitor	was	placed	ahead	of	the	mouse.	You
can	undo	any	of	these	sorts	by	performing	another	sort	on	your	data	set,	by	pressing	the	“Undo”	button	in	the	menu	bar,	or	by	pressing	Ctrl+Z	on	your	keyboard.	RELATED:	All	the	Best	Google	Sheets	Keyboard	Shortcuts	In	Google	Sheets,	I	want	to	filter	view	my	results	so	only	rows	with	an	"x"	in	column	D	AND/OR	column	E	are	shown.	If	I	filter	to
show	the	columns	with	an	"x"	in	them,	it	will	only	show	rows	with	an	"x"	in	column	D	AND	column	E.	How	do	I	make	it	do	AND/OR?	When	I	click	the	filter	button	in	the	column	it	just	asks	me	to	select	which	entries	I	want	to	show.	2	The	following	step-by-step	example	shows	how	to	filter	multiple	columns	in	Google	Sheets.	Step	1:	Enter	the	Data	First,
let’s	enter	the	following	data	that	shows	the	total	sales	of	certain	products	in	certain	regions	for	a	company:	Step	2:	Apply	Filter	to	Multiple	Columns	Now	suppose	we’d	like	to	filter	for	rows	where	the	Region	is	“East”	or	the	Product	is	“A.”	To	do	so,	click	cell	A1	and	then	click	the	Data	tab	and	then	click	Create	a	filter:	Next,	click	the	Filter	icon	next
to	Region	and	then	click	Filter	by	condition.	In	the	dropdown	menu,	click	None	and	then	scroll	down	to	Custom	formula	is	and	type	in	the	following	formula:	=OR(A:A="East",	B:B="A")	Once	you	click	OK,	the	data	will	be	filtered	to	only	show	rows	where	the	Region	is	East	or	where	the	Product	is	A:	If	you’d	like	to	apply	a	filter	where	the	Region	is
East	and	the	Product	is	A,	you	can	use	the	following	formula:	=AND(A:A="East",	B:B="A")	Once	you	click	OK,	the	data	will	be	filtered	to	only	show	rows	where	the	Region	is	East	and	where	the	Product	is	A:	Additional	Resources	The	following	tutorials	explain	how	to	perform	other	common	operations	in	Google	Sheets:	How	to	Sum	Filtered	Rows	in
Google	Sheets	How	to	Use	SUMIF	with	Multiple	Columns	in	Google	Sheets	How	to	Sum	Across	Multiple	Sheets	in	Google	Sheets	In	this	article,	you	will	learn	how	to	apply	multiple	filters	to	columns	in	Excel	and	Google	Sheets.	Apply	Multiple	Filters	to	Columns	If	you	have	a	table	with	multiple	columns	in	Excel,	you	can	filter	the	data	by	multiple
columns	at	once.	Say	you	have	the	data	table	shown	below.	To	filter	data	first	by	Month	(display	on	Feb-21),	and	then	by	Total	Sales	(greater	than	$400),	follow	these	steps:	1.	To	display	filter	buttons	in	the	column	headings,	select	any	cell	in	the	data	range	(e.g.,	B2:G16),	and	in	the	Ribbon,	go	to	Home	>	Sort	&	Filter	>	Filter.	Now	every	column
heading	has	a	filter	button	and	can	be	used	to	filter	the	table	data.	2.	Now,	click	on	the	filter	button	for	Month	(cell	D2),	select	only	February	(uncheck	January),	and	click	OK.	The	filter	functionality	recognizes	dates	and	groups	them	by	year	and	month.	As	a	result	of	Step	2,	all	rows	containing	Jan-21	in	Column	D	are	filtered	out,	and	only	those	with
Feb-21	are	displayed.	Also,	the	appearance	of	the	filter	button	for	Month	(D2)	is	different,	so	it’s	clear	the	range	is	filtered	by	month.	3.	Now	you	can	filter	data	by	another	column.	Click	on	the	filter	button	for	Total	Sales	(G2),	select	Number	Filters,	and	click	Greater	Than.	Note	that	you	could	also	choose	Equals,	Does	Not	Equal,	Less	Than,	etc.	4.	In
the	pop-up	window,	enter	the	lower	limit	(in	this	case,	$400)	and	click	OK.	Here	you	could	also	add	more	conditions	or	change	the	operator.	The	final	result	is	the	original	data	range	filtered	by	Month	(Feb-21)	and	by	Total	Sales	(greater	than	$400).	Apply	Multiple	Filters	to	Columns	in	Google	Sheets	1.	To	create	filter	buttons,	select	any	cell	in	the
data	range	(B2:G16)	and	in	the	Menu,	go	to	Data	>	Create	a	filter.	2.	Click	on	the	filter	button	for	Month	(D2),choose	only	Feb-21	(uncheck	Jan-21),	and	click	OK.	Now	the	data	range	is	filtered	by	Month,	and	only	rows	with	Feb-21	are	displayed	while	all	other	rows	are	hidden.	Also,	the	filter	button	has	a	new	appearance,	so	it’s	clear	there	is	an	active
filter	on	Month.	3.	Click	on	the	filter	button	for	Total	Sales	(G2),	select	Filter	by	condition	and	from	the	drop-down	menu,	choose	Greater	than.	As	in	Excel,	you	could	alternatively	choose	Less	than,	Equal,	etc.	4.	In	the	text	box	that	appears	under	the	Greater	than	condition,	enter	a	lower	limit	(400),	and	click	OK.	Finally,	rows	containing	Feb-21	in
Column	D	with	a	sales	value	greater	than	$400	are	displayed,	and	other	rows	are	hidden.	This	post	explains	how	to	select	all	or	a	specific	category	in	multiple	columns	using	the	Filter	function	in	Google	Sheets.	In	Google	Sheets,	there	are	three	options	to	perform	a	filter,	one	of	the	most	common	tasks	we	do	in	Spreadsheets.	They	are;	Two	menu
commands	in	the	DATA	menu.	They	are	Create	a	filter	or	Filter	views	>	Create	new	filter	view.FILTER	function.QUERY	function.	In	this	tutorial,	we	are	going	to	learn	to	use	the	Filter	function	to	select	all	or	specific	category	values	in	multiple	columns	in	Google	Sheets.	If	you	prefer	the	Data	menu,	you	can	easily	do	it	as	follows.	Assume	the	data	is	in
A1:C,	where	columns	A,	B,	and	C	contain	Items	(text	field),	Supplier	(text	field),	and	Stock	(numeric	field),	respectively.	Steps:	Select	A1:C.Click	Data	>	Create	a	filter.	If	you	want	to	filter	all	the	items	from	“Supplier	1,”	click	on	cell	B1	down	arrow	and	uncheck	all	the	values	except	“Supplier	1.”	Columns	A	and	C	–	Set	to	select	all	(default).Column	B	–
Set	to	a	specific	category,	i.e.,	Supplier	1.	If	you	prefer,	you	can	show	the	“Stock”	equal	to	or	greater	than	a	certain	quantity.	How?	Click	C1	(down	arrow)	>	Filter	by	condition	>	Greater	than	and	type	500	in	the	given	field.	To	revert	to	select	all	in	column	B,	click	cell	B1	(down	arrow)	>	Select	all	(link).	How	to	select	all	or	a	specific	category	in
multiple	columns	using	the	Filter	function	in	Google	Sheets?	Let’s	learn	that	below.	Get	Select	All	in	Multiple	Columns	in	Filter	Function	Follow	the	below	steps	to	select	all	or	specific	categories	in	multiple	columns	in	the	Filter	function	in	Google	Sheets.	There	are	two	main	steps	and	they	are	the	drop-down	part	and	the	formula	part.	1.	Drop-Down
Part	As	per	our	sample	data,	we	require	to	create	three	drop-down	menus	for	columns	A,	B,	and	C	and	all	should	contain	the	option	“All”	in	addition	to	the	unique	values	from	the	corresponding	column.	We	can	create	them	using	the	Data	validation	option	in	Google	Sheets.	Here	is	how.	In	cell	E2	click	Data	>	Data	validation	and	select	“List	of	items”
against	Criteria.	There	in	the	given	field,	copy-paste	the	below	lists.	Gravel	20-40	mm,	Gravel	10-20	mm,	All	They	are	the	unique	items	from	column	A	and	an	“All”	string.	Similarly,	create	drop-downs	in	F2	and	G2.	List	for	use	in	F2;	Supplier	1,	Supplier	2,	Supplier	3,	Supplier	4,	All	List	for	use	in	G2;	0,	500,	1000,	All	Note:-	If	you	prefer	to	use	the
“List	from	a	range”	against	Criteria	in	the	Data	validation,	then	please	follow	this	guide	–	How	to	Get	an	All	Selection	Option	in	a	Drop-down.	2.	Formula	Part	–	Filter	Function	and	Select	All	in	Multiple	Columns	In	cell	E4,	insert	the	following	formula.
=filter(A2:C,if(E2="All",row(A2:A),A2:A=E2),if(F2="All",row(B2:B),B2:B=F2),if(G2="All",row(C2:C),C2:C>=G2))	How	does	this	formula	be	able	to	filter	all	or	selected	category	values	from	each	column?	For	example,	we	use	the	following	plain	Filter	formula	to	filter	based	on	specific	conditions	in	columns	A,	B,	and	C.
=filter(A2:C,A2:A=E2,B2:B=F2,C2:C>=G2)	To	see	it	working,	choose	“Gravel	10-20	mm”	in	E2,	“Supplier	2”	in	F2,	and	500	in	G2.	You	will	get	the	rows	matching	the	above	conditions.	The	“All”	in	the	drop-downs	are	not	a	criterion	in	columns	A,	B,	and	C.	But	the	Filter	function	will	treat	it	so!	So	in	our	‘original’	formula,	I	have	used	three	IF	logical
tests	to	make	them	correctly	‘readable’	to	the	Filter	function.	For	example,	the	highlighted	part	in	if(E2="All",row(A2:A),A2:A=E2)	tests	whether	the	E2	value	is	“All”	or	not.	If	it’s	“All,”	the	filter	criterion	in	column	A	is	row(A2:A),	and	if	not,	A2:A=E2.	You	may	doubt	whether	row(A2:A)	is	a	condition	in	Filter.	Yep!	It	defines	a	condition	similar	to
len(A2:A).	The	difference	is	as	follows.	row(A2:A)	–	It	means	have	row	numbers.	len(A2:A)	–	It	means	whether	the	rows	have	values	or	not.	I	prefer	the	former	to	get	select	all	in	columns	in	Filter.	If	you	want	select	all	but	exclude	blank	cells	in	that	column,	use	the	latter.	Example	Sheet	22422	That’s	all.	Thanks	for	the	stay.	Enjoy!	Resources
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