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Fision	cable	channel	guide

If	you	are	thinking	about	cutting	the	cord	from	traditional	cable	or	satellite	TV,	you	may	be	wondering	how	you	can	still	watch	your	local	channels.	Thankfully,	paying	gobs	of	money	for	a	cable	subscription	is	not	the	only	way	to	access	your	local	ABC,	CBS,	NBC,	FOX	and	PBS	affiliates.	In	this	article,	I’ll	explore	some	cost-effective	solutions	for	getting
the	local	news,	sports	and	network	TV	shows	that	you	enjoy	on	your	local	channels:	Option	1:	Buy	an	Antenna	If	you	live	in	an	urban	or	suburban	setting,	the	simplest	method	for	maintaining	access	to	your	local	channels	may	be	the	one-time	purchase	of	an	indoor	antenna.	Antennas	are	relatively	cost-effective	to	add	to	your	television	and	provide	free
access	to	local	channels	broadcasting	in	your	area.	But	the	quality	of	access	to	these	channels	is	directly	correlated	to	the	power	of	your	antenna	and	your	distance	from	the	towers	of	your	local	TV	stations.	If	you	live	nearby,	you	may	need	an	antenna	that	reaches	only	30-50	miles.	Mohu	Leaf,	which	is	one	of	the	top-rated	antennas	brands	for	cord-
cutters,	offers	a	“metro”	antenna	for	under	$20	through	Amazon.	It	has	a	25-mile	range.	If	you	live	in	a	more	rural	setting	(at	least	100	miles	from	the	towers	for	your	local	channels),	you’ll	probably	need	a	long-range	antenna.	Amazon	offers	an	antenna	from	XFTREE	touting	a	200-mile	reach	for	less	than	$30.	It	had	a	4.3-star	rating	after	almost	1,300
reviews	at	the	time	of	this	writing.	Aside	the	cost,	your	main	concern	in	a	rural	area	is	quality	reception.	You’ll	have	to	worry	about	potential	interruptions	in	your	signal	that	could	come	from	both	the	surrounding	terrain	and	interfering	signals	from	other	towers.	If	you	need	help	picking	out	your	indoor	antenna,	money	expert	Clark	Howard	has	you
covered	with	this	instructional	video.	Option	2:	Subscribe	to	a	Live	TV	Streaming	Service	If	you’re	cutting	the	cord	from	traditional	cable	but	still	want	to	watch	most	of	your	favorite	TV	channels,	you’re	likely	considering	a	live	TV	streaming	service.	Many	—	but	not	all	—	of	these	services	offer	at	least	some	of	your	local	channels	with	your
subscription.	YouTube	TV	and	Hulu	+	Live	TV	both	tout	access	to	some	local	channels	included	with	their	$65	per	month	subscriptions.	This	isn’t	the	cheapest	solution	in	this	article,	but	it	may	end	up	being	the	most	effective.	I	searched	my	ZIP	code	on	YouTube	TV’s	site	and	found	that	it	carries	my	local	ABC,	CBS,	FOX,	NBC	and	PBS	channels	and
more.	YouTube	TV:	Nashville	Local	Channels	But	not	all	live	TV	streaming	services	will	be	this	thorough.	Sling	TV,	which	is	a	popular	live	TV	streaming	choice	because	of	its	$35	monthly	fee,	offers	access	only	to	NBC	and	FOX	affiliates	in	select	markets.	And	value	service	Philo,	which	offers	more	than	60	channels	for	just	$20,	does	not	carry	local
channels	at	all.	Option	3:	Get	What	You	Need	From	Video	Streaming	Services	This	is	a	new	and	emerging	option	for	accessing	content	from	local	channels.	If	you’re	not	keen	on	buying	an	antenna	or	paying	for	one	of	the	live	TV	streaming	services,	you	may	be	able	to	get	what	you	need	from	a	video	streaming	service.	ViacomCBS	service	Paramount+
($5.99	per	month)	and	NBC’s	Peacock	($4.99	per	month)	are	two	relatively	new	players	in	this	field.	And	they	both	offer	local	channel	content	at	a	fraction	of	the	cost	of	a	live	streaming	subscription.	Paramount+	includes	a	live	stream	of	your	local	CBS	affiliate	as	well	as	on-demand	streams	of	CBS	content.	For	many	titles,	such	as	60	Minutes	or
NCIS,	new	content	is	often	available	for	streaming	within	24	hours	of	its	live	TV	airing.	Peacock	offers	on-demand	streaming	of	NBC	shows,	such	as	Saturday	Night	Live,	shortly	after	they	air.	It	has	a	live	streaming	section	for	NBC	content,	but	it’s	not	the	local	channel.	Hulu’s	on-demand	service	($5.99)	also	makes	network	TV	content	available	for	on-
demand	consumption	shortly	after	broadcast	airing.	Option	4:	Try	Locast	if	You	Live	in	a	Supported	Market	Locast	is	a	very	cost-effective	option	for	viewing	local	channels,	but	it’s	not	available	everywhere.	This	nonprofit	operation	takes	the	broadcast	signals	of	local	channels	and	streams	them	over	the	internet	for	free.	But	right	now,	it’s	available	in
only	about	30+	television	markets.	Locast.org	Approximately	51%	of	the	United	States	population	could	take	advantage	of	Locast,	but,	as	you	can	see	on	the	map	above,	there	are	some	large	gaps	yet	to	be	filled.	And	while	Locast	is	free,	you’ll	have	to	deal	with	frequent	interruptions	in	the	form	of	donation	requests.	So	if	you’re	using	the	service	often
enough,	you	may	want	to	consider	chipping	in	to	avoid	that	headache.	You	can	read	more	about	the	details	on	Locast	in	Team	Clark’s	review	of	the	service.	Option	5:	Try	Freebie	Services	Such	As	Amazon	News	and	NewsON	If	it’s	local	news	that	you’re	after,	you	may	be	able	to	get	by	with	some	of	the	programming	from	emerging	free	streaming
services.	Amazon	News	is	the	latest	of	these	to	offer	free	news	updates	from	local	channels	in	88	U.S.	markets.	To	access	this	feature,	you’ll	need	the	Amazon	News	app	that	is	located	on	the	Fire	TV	Streaming	devices.	Once	you’re	on	the	app,	you’ll	be	able	to	choose	from	a	menu	of	local	channel	newsfeeds.	Typically,	you’re	offered	the	channels	that
are	closest	to	your	location.	In	my	case,	I	was	able	to	get	news	and	weather	from	my	local	CBS	affiliate	for	free.	Keep	in	mind	that	this	is	not	actually	a	live	stream	of	the	channel’s	over-the-air	broadcast.	Instead,	it’s	highlights	and	clips	from	newscasts	and	other	local	programming.	If	you’re	a	Roku	user,	there	is	a	similarly	interesting	option	there
called	NewsON	that	touts	access	to	more	than	275	local	news	sources	across	the	country.	Option	6:	Access	Content	via	Individual	Network	Apps	and	Websites	My	final	suggestion	for	accessing	local	channel	content	without	cable	is	to	simply	go	straight	to	the	source	on	the	internet.	Here’s	a	quick	list	of	links	for	the	network-level	apps	for	your	local
channels:	Many	times	you	can	watch	free	(but	ad-supported)	on-demand	replays	of	your	favorite	shows	from	the	networks.	And	your	local	network	affiliates	may	have	their	own	apps	or	websites	that	offer	clips,	streams,	articles	and	highlights	from	locally-produced	programming.	So,	in	tandem	with	the	national	apps,	you	may	be	able	to	create	a
workable	free	content	mix	from	your	local	channel	without	paying	for	anything.	Final	Thoughts	There	are	several	viable	paths	for	cord	cutting	seeking	local	channels.	For	many	people,	the	only	way	to	fully	recreate	the	local	channel	experience	that	you	get	from	cable	is	to	sign	up	for	a	live	TV	streaming	service.	However,	the	most	cost-effective	way	to
get	this	done	is	with	an	antenna	or	by	streaming	through	Locast.	These	methods	are	possible	only	in	select	markets	and	don’t	offer	the	benefits	of	DVR	or	pausing	live	TV.	If	it’s	just	the	content	that	you’re	after	and	you	don’t	care	when	or	how	you	come	by	it,	you	may	be	able	to	save	some	money	and	stress	by	sticking	to	the	freebie	content	offered	on
apps.	More	Clark.com	Content	You	May	Like:	The	role	of	cable	is	to	carry	an	audio	or	video	signal	from	one	device	to	another.	Cables	carry	signals	between	DVD	players	and	TVs,	stereo	receivers	and	speakers,	and	computers	and	video	projectors.	Cables	don't	change	the	nature	of	the	audio	or	video	signal	they	carry.	They	don't	convert	or	process
signals	in	any	way.	That's	the	job	of	the	devices	on	either	end.	The	cable	itself	is	just	the	messenger.Cables	are	made	up	of	three	basic	parts:	conductor,	shielding	and	connector	[source:	Graves].	The	conductor	is	the	wire	that	actually	carries	the	signal.	One	or	more	layers	of	shielding	prevent	the	wire	from	acting	as	an	antenna	that	picks	up	radio
frequency	interference	(RFI)	and	electromagnetic	interference	(EMI)	[source:	Graves].	The	connector	is	the	plug	at	the	end	of	the	cable	that	connects	to	your	device.Cables	are	important	components	of	any	home	stereo	or	home	theater	setup.	If	you	don't	use	the	right	cables	for	the	right	job	then	you	could	end	up	with	subpar	sound	or	picture	quality.
And	if	you	use	cables	that	are	damaged	or	otherwise	junky,	you	could	really	end	up	with	a	lousy	experience.	For	audiophiles,	using	low-end	cables	with	a	$5,000	plasma	HDTV	is	like	putting	crappy	tires	on	a	Ferrari.Some	audio/video	experts	argue	that	consumers	should	spend	20	percent	of	their	total	system	cost	on	cables	alone	[source:	Rushing].
The	truth	is	that	many	cheaper	cables	offer	a	listening/viewing	experience	that	most	consumers	could	never	tell	from	the	really	high-end	cables	[source:	Rothman].To	keep	things	simple,	we're	going	to	break	down	the	overwhelming	amount	of	cable	types	into	three	categories:	audio-only,	video-only	and	audio/video	cables	that	carry	both	sound	and
picture.	The	channel	for	The	CW	network	depends	on	multiple	factors,	such	as	the	current	city,	state	and	cable	provider.	Channel	listings	can	be	found	on	The	CW's	official	website.	The	CW	Network	was	founded	in	2006	as	a	joint	venture	between	CBS	Corporation	and	Warner	Bros.	Entertainment.	The	name	is	derived	from	the	first	letter	of	the	two
corporations	that	form	it.	An	interesting	aspect	of	The	CW's	programming	schedule	is	that	it	is	the	only	network	that	caters	to	women	between	the	ages	of	18	and	34.	Among	its	list	of	shows	are	"America's	Next	Top	Model,"	"Beauty	and	the	Beast"	and	"The	Vampire	Diaries."	The	channel	number	for	FX	varies	depending	on	what	cable	television
operator	you	are	using.	To	identify	the	channel	number	for	FX	used	by	your	cable	operator,	access	the	Channel	Finder	tool	on	the	FX	Networks	website.	Type	in	your	zip	code,	select	the	name	of	your	cable	operator	from	the	resulting	list	of	options	and	note	the	channel	number	that	appears.	The	FX	channel	is	available	on	cable	systems	across	the
country,	including	Comcast,	Time	Warner	Cable,	Cox	Communications,	Verizon,	AT&T	and	many	others.	The	channel	is	also	carried	by	the	two	major	satellite	television	operators	in	the	United	States,	Dish	and	DirecTV.	Comcast	is	one	of	America’s	largest	cable	TV	providers,	most	recently	ranked	as	3rd	largest	in	the	nation	(in	numbers	of	subscribers)
behind	AT&T	and	Charter	Communications.	The	media	company	offers	a	multitude	of	cable	TV	channels	to	customers	based	on	varying	cable	TV	packages.		Cable	TV	Cable	TV	has	been	the	warm	comfort	visual	medium	for	Americans	for	over	20	years.	Cable	TV	is	made	available	to	customers	via	a	cable	box	that	hooks	up	to	a	television	set	and
provides	a	number	of	channels	depending	on	the	cable	TV	package	chosen.	Most	of	the	major	industry	providers	today	offer	more	than	just	cable	TV	packages.	More	frequently,	these	media	companies	provide	phone	services,	Internet	service,	cable	TV,	or	a	bundle	of	all	of	these	services.	Comcast	Cable	TV	ServiceComcast	currently	offers	(winter
2019)	the	following	three	cable	TV	packages	under	its	InfinityX	brand:BASIC	CABLE	($20/mo)	-This	basic	cable	package	gives	customers	these	basic	channels	below	in	this	package,	along	with	local	cable	access,	government,	and	educational	channels.	ABCBYUtvCBSCNBCC-SPANC-SPAN	2CWDiscoveryEVINE
LiveFOXGalavisionHistoryHSNHSN2INSPJewelry	TV	NBCPBSQVCTravel	ChannelTV	LandEXTRA	CABLE	($60/mo)	-	This	next	cable	channel	package	offers	the	main	network	channels	and	more	than	125	cable	channels,	including	ESPN,	C-SPAN,	and	others.PREFERRED	CABLE	($80/mo)	-	Comcast’s	premium	cable	TV	package	is	Preferred	Cable,
which	offers	the	main	network	channels	and	more	than	200	other	cable	channels,	including	niche	interest	channels	like	Food	Network,	Speed	(cars)	and	more.		Prices	and	available	channels	vary	across	the	regions	of	the	United	States.	Bundled	PackagesComcast	customers	can	also	purchase	bundled	packages	for	phone,	Internet,	and	cable	service,	all
in	a	single	payment.	These	bundled	packages	also	offer	Comcasts’s	Xfinity	on	Demand	streaming	service,	which	allows	customers	to	stream	Xfinity	titles	onto	a	range	of	personal	electronic	devices.	These	bundled	packages	vary	in	price	across	the	US,	but	here	are	the	general	details	for	the	Chicago,	IL	market:Digital	Starter	TVDIGITAL	STARTER	TV:
$60/mo.	for	1	year.	Includes	over	125	digital	channels,	such	as	The	History	Channel,	Fox	Sports,	and	MSBNC.	This	package	also	has	the	Xfinity	on	Demand	service	(movies/TV	titles	on	demand)	and	Xfinity	Streaming	access	on	TV,	phone,	laptop,	or	tablet.	X1	Starter	Pro	Double	PlayX1	STARTER	PRO	DOUBLE	PLAY:	$75/mo.	for	the	first	24	months	of
a	2	yr.	agreement.	Includes	more	than	125	digital	channels,	and	Internet	access	with	speeds	up	to	500	mbps.	Plus,	free	access	to	millions	of	wifi	hotspots.X1	Preferred	Triple	PlayX1	PREFERRED	TRIPLE	PLAY:	$110/mo.	for	the	first	24	months	of	a	2	yr.	agreement.	Online	orders	only.	This	package	includes	unlimited	nationwide	talk	and	text,	more
than	200	digital	channels,	and	Internet	access	with	speeds	up	to	500	mbps.	Plus,	free	access	to	millions	of	wifi	hotspots.	Comcast	GrowthCable	companies	have	been	faced	with	declining	home	cable	TV	subscriptions	in	recent	years.	Because	of	this,	traditional	cable	TV	operators	have	had	to	advance	forward	with	mergers,	acquisitions,	or	launching
new	streaming	services,	or	risk	being	left	behind.	The	recent	growth	in	streaming	companies	like	Netflix,	Hulu,	Disney+	and	others	helped		motivate	Comcast	to	purchase	the	UK’s	SKY	TV	for	$40	billion	in	2018.	In	the	deal,	Comcast	gains	more	subscribers,	more	content	and	more	international	reach.
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