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Organisation	promoting	cultural	and	linguistic	knowledge	of	the	United	Kingdom	British	CouncilFounded1934;	87	years	ago	(1934)	Fonderritish	GovernmentalTyPecultural	InstitutionHeadAquartersstratford,	London,	England,	United	Kingdom	Served	NationwideProductRitish	CULTURAL	&	LINGUA	EducationKeykey	Peoplestevie	Spring	CBE	(Chair)	Scott	McDonald	(Chief	Executive	Officer)	Revenues	Â£	1,172,340,275	(2017/18)	[1]	websitewww.britishcouncil.	Org	British	Council	Building	in	London	British	Council	Delhi	Launch	of	Mix
the	City	Delhi,	6	April	2017	British	Council	Building	in	Hong	Kong	The	British	Council	is	a	British	organisation	specialising	in	international	cultural	and	educational	opportunities.	It	works	in	over	100	countries:	Promoting	a	wider	knowledge	of	the	UK	and	the	English	language	(and	the	Welsh	language	in	Argentina	[2]);	encouraging	cultural,	scientific,	technological	and	educational	cooperation	with	the	UK.	The	organization	has	been	called	a	soft	power	extension	of	the	UK’s	foreign	policy.	[3]	[4]	The	British	Council	is	governed	by	a	Royal
Charter.	It	is	also	a	public	corporation	and	an	executive	antomone	public	body	(NDPB),	sponsored	by	the	Foreign,	Commonwealth	and	Development	Office.	Its	headquarters	are	in	Stratford,	London.	Its	president	is	Stevie	Spring	[5]	and	its	CEO	is	Scott	McDonald.	[6]	HISTORY	1934:	British	Foreign	Office	officials	created	the	“British	Committee	for	Relations	with	Other	Countries”	to	support	English	education	abroad,	promote	British	culture	and	combat	the	rise	of	fascism.	[7]	The	name	quickly	became	British	Council	for	relations	with
other	countries.	1936:	the	name	of	the	organization	was	officially	abbreviated	to	the	British	Council.	[8]	1938:	The	British	Council	opens	its	first	four	offices	in	Bucharest	(Romania),	Cairo	(Egypt),	Lisbon	(Portugal)	and	Warsaw	(Poland).	[9]	[10]	[11]	[12]	Offices	in	are	currently	oldest	in	continuous	operation	in	the	world.	[11]	1940:	King	George	VI	granted	the	British	Council	A	A	Charter	to	promote	“a	wider	knowledge	of	[the	United	Kingdom]	and	the	English	language	abroad	and	the	development	of	closer	cultural	relations	between	[the
United	Kingdom]	and	other	countries”.[7]	1942:	The	British	Council	undertakes	a	promotion	of	British	culture	abroad.	The	musical	section	of	the	project	consisted	of	the	recording	of	important	recent	compositions	by	British	composers:	E.J.	Moeran’s	Symphony	in	G	minor	was	the	first	work	to	be	recorded	as	part	of	this	initiative,[13]	followed	by	recordings	of	Walton’s	Belshazzar	Festival,	Bliss'	Piano	Concerto,	the	Third	Sin	Bax	and	Elgar.	The	dream	of	Gerontius.[15][16]	British	Council	in	Madrid,	Spain	1944:	In	August,	after	the
liberation	of	Paris,	Austin	Gill	is	sent	by	the	Council	to	re-establish	the	Paris	office,	which	soon	receives	visits	from	the	Old	Vic	Company,	Julian	Huxley	and	T.	S.	Eliot.[17]	1946:	British	Council	collects	handicrafts	from	the	craft	industry	which	were	practiced	in	the	English	countryside	for	a	“Exhibition	of	Rural	Crafts	from	Great	Britain”	which	traveled	to	Australia	and	New	Zealand.	Most	of	the	collection	was	sold	to	the	Museum	of	English	Rural	Life	in	1960	and	1961.[18]	2007:	The	Russian	Foreign	Ministry	ordered	the	British	Council	to
close	its	offices	outside	Moscow.	The	Ministry	claimed	to	have	violated	Russian	tax	rules[19],	a	move	British	officials	claimed	was	retaliation	for	the	British	expulsion	of	Russian	diplomats	allegedly	involved	in	the	poisoning	of	Alexander	Litvinenko[20].	This	led	the	British	Council	to	stop	taking	all	English-language	examinations	in	Russia	since	January	2008.[21]	In	early	2009,	a	Russian	arbitration	court	ruled	that	most	of	the	tax	claims,	valued	at	$6.6	million,	were	unjustified.[citation	required]	2011:	On	August	19,	a	group	of	experts	from
the	British	Council	decided	to	stop	taking	all	English-language	examinations	in	Russia.	Armed	has	attacked	the	British	Council	office	in	Kabul,	the	capital	of	Afghanistan,	killing	at	least	twelve	people,	none	of	whom	British,	and	temporarily	occupying	the	complex.	All	attackers	Killed	in	countertops	from	forces	watching	the	complex.	[22]	The	office	of	the	British	Council	was	transferred	to	the	complex	of	the	British	embassy,	while	the	British	Council	complex	was	destroyed	in	suicidal	attack.	[23]	2013:	The	British	council	in	Tripoli,	in	Libya,
was	targeted	by	a	road	bomb	on	the	morning	of	April	23rd.	The	diplomatic	sources	said	that	"the	bombers	had	been	foiled	as	they	prepared	to	park	a	vehicle	rigged	in	front	of	the	compound	gate".	Attempting	to	attack	was	simultaneously	with	the	attack	to	the	French	Embassy	of	Tripoli	the	same	day	that	wounded	two	French	guards,	a	seriously,	and	wounded	several	residents	in	neighboring	houses.	[25]	A	Jihadist	group	that	calls	for	the	Mujahedeen	brigade	was	suspected	to	be	connected	to	Al-Qaeda	in	Islamic	Maghreb.	[25]
Organization	The	British	Council	is	a	charity	body	governed	by	real	card.	It	is	also	a	public	society	and	a	non-departmental	public	entity	(NDPB),	sponsored	by	the	Foreign	Affairs,	Commonwealth	and	Development.	His	seat	is	in	Stratford,	London.	Its	chair	is	Stevie	Spring,	and	its	Chief	Executive	Officer	Scott	McDonald.	The	total	income	of	the	British	Council	in	2014Ã	¢	ôÃ|³Â	£	163;	973Ã,	160;	Millions	mainly	consisting	of	ã,	163;	163;	154.9Ã,	160;	Millions	of	aid	granted	by	the	Office	for	Foreign	Affairs,	Commonwealth	and	Development;
Þ~	£	63,	millions	of	revenue	from	taxes	and	teaching	services	and	exams;	and	þ~	£	164,	160;	Millions	of	contracts.	[1]	The	British	Council	operates	more	than	a	hundred	countries:	to	promote	a	broader	knowledge	of	the	United	Kingdom	and	English	language;	encourage	cultural,	scientific,	technological	and	educational	understanding	and	cooperation;	change	the	life	of	people	through	access	to	education,	skills,	qualifications,	culture	and	society	of	the	United	Kingdom;	and	attract	people	who	count	for	the	The	United	Kingdom	and
involve	them	with	the	UK	culture,	educational	opportunities	and	its	variegated,	modern	and	open	company.	[1]	In	2014Ã	¢	â	€	the	British	Council	spent:	194;	Millions	of	millions	of	people	who	develop	a	broader	knowledge	of	the	Del	155	million	pounds	for	the	development	of	capacity	for	social	change;	80	million	pounds	for	the	encouragement	of	cultural,	scientific	and	technological	cooperation;	and	10	million	pounds	for	governance,	fiscal	and	commercial	costs.	[1]	WELL-NOTED	ENGINIVE	ACTIVITIES	AND	EXAMS	The	British	Council
offers	teaching	face	to	face	more	than	80	teaching	centers	more	than	50	countries	[1]	Three	million	candidates	have	supported	British	exams	with	the	British	Council	in	more	than	850	cities	in	2014	"	15.	[1]	The	British	Council	contributes	to	the	global	English	test	IELTS	The	British	Council	jointly	manages	the	global	English	language	test	standardized	with	the	University	of	Cambridge	Esol	Examinations	and	IDP	Education	Australia.	In	2014,	over	2.5	million	IELTSÂ	"15	tests	were	delivered.	[1]	Massive	Open	Online	Course	(Mooc)	in
2014,	the	British	Council	launched	its	first	Mooc,	Exploring	English:	Language	and	Cultures,	on	the	UK	FutureLearn	social	learning	platform.	More	than	230,000	people	have	received	access.	[1]	English	for	Peace	Â	«Peacekeeeping	EnglishÂ»	is	a	collaboration	between	the	British	Council,	the	Office	for	Foreign	Affairs,	Commonwealth	and	Development	and	the	Ministry	of	Defense	to	improve	the	language	skills	of	military	personnel	through	Peacekeeping	English	Project	(	PEP).	The	PEP	is	helping	to	form	about	50,000	military	and	police
in	28	countries,	including	Libya,	[27]	Ethiopia	and	Georgia.	[28]	Mobility	Education	UK	programs	in	2013,	the	British	Council	has	raised	the	Education	UK	website	for	international	students	interested	in	education	in	the	UK.	The	site	receives	2.2	million	visitors	to	the	year	and	includes	a	research	tool	for	courses	and	scholarships	in	the	United	Kingdom,	advice	and	articles	on	how	to	live	and	study	in	the	UK.	[29]	Erasmus	+	from	2014	to	2020,	the	British	Council	and	Ecorys	UK	jointly	administered	almost	1	billion	14.7	billion	euros	of	the
Erasmus	+	program	for	education,	education,	youth	and	sporting	opportunities	for	young	people	in	the	UK.	[30]	It	was	expected	that	approximately	250.000	people	would	take	up	activities	abroad	through	the	programme[31].	Schools	Connecting	Classrooms	In	addition	to	16.000	schools	have	participated	in	an	international	school	partnership	or	have	benefited	from	teacher	training	through	the	Connecting	Classrooms	programmes	of	the	British	Council[1].	ACCELERATE	ACCELERATE	Art	and	Culture	was	a	leadership	program	for
Aborigines	and	Islanders	of	Torres	Street	in	the	creative	arts,	run	jointly	by	the	British	Council	and	Australia	Council	in	collaboration	with	Australian	art	agencies,	between	2009	and	2016.	During	this	period,	35	people	participated	in	the	program,	with	many	former	students	who	continued	to	excel	in	their	fields.	[32]	United	Kingdom-India	Culture	Year	United	Kingdom-India	Official	launch	image	of	Culture	Year	on	the	facade	of	Buckingham	Palace	Her	Majesty	Queen	Elizabeth	II	hosted	the	official	launch	of	the	UK-India	Culture	Year
27th	February	2017	at	Buckingham	Palace,	with	Indian	Finance	Minister	Arun	Jaitley	representing	Prime	Minister	Narendra	Modi.	The	British	Council	collaborated	with	the	Palace	and	the	English-Indian	start-up	Studio	Carrom	to	project	a	peacock,	the	Indian	national	bird,	on	the	facade	of	Buckingham	Palace.	[33]	fiveFilms4freedom	In	2015,	the	British	Council	launched	five	Films4freedom,	a	10-day	free	online	film	festival	with	the	British	Film	Institute	supported	by	the	UN	Free	&Equal	campaign.	It	was	the	first	global	online	LGBT	film
festival.	[34]	The	festival	organizes	a	24-hour	campaign	to	ask	people	to	watch	a	movie	and	prove	that	love	is	a	human	right.	In	2016,	the	films	were	seen	by	over	1.5	million	people	in	179	countries.	[35]	Shakespeare	lives	In	October	2015	the	British	Council	announced	a	program	with	the	BBC,	the	British	Film	Institute,	the	National	Theatre,	the	Royal	Shakespeare	Company,	the	consortium	Shakespeare	400's,	the	Shakespeare	Birthplace	Trust	and	Shakespeare's	Globe	to	celebrate	Shakespeare's	life	and	work	on	the	400th	anniversary	of
Shakespeare.	Shakespeare!	death.	[36]	Radio	Selector	Radio	Selector	Radio[37]	is	a	two-hour	weekly	exhibition	produced	by	the	bent	wing	of	the	British	Council.	Originally	launched	in	2001,	the	show	is	now	broadcast	in	more	than	thirty	countries	of	the	world,	connecting	a	global	audience	to	a	wide	range	of	music	to	which	the	UK	has	to	offer,	including	a	variety	of	genres	from	grime,	in	di	e,	soul,	dance	and	more.	The	exhibition	features	interviews,	DJ	mixes	and	live	sessions	exclusive	to	some	of	the	most	exciting	artists	in	the	UK.	Avoid
many	mainstream	acts	in	favor	of	emerging	talents	and	subterranean	styles.	He	has	an	estimate	of	over	four	million	listeners.	The	show	is	hosted	in	the	UK	by	Jamz	Supernova~	many	countries	take	the	English	version	of	the	show	and	create	a	new	show	with	tracks	and	features,	translating	links	into	local	language.	Cultural	and	educational	exchanges	with	North	Korea	The	British	Council	has	launched	a	teacher	training	programme	in	North	Korea	since	2001.	[38]	In	July	2014,	the	British	Council	signed	a	memorandum	of	understanding
with	the	People's	Democratic	Republic	of	Korea	(DPRK)	on	cultural	and	educational	exchanges.	Other	activities	Love's	Labours	Lost	The	British	Council	supported	production	of	Love's	Labours	Lost	in	2005	was	the	first	performance	of	a	Shakespeare	show	in	Afghanistan	in	over	seventeen	years.	The	play	was	performed	in	Dari's	Afghan	language.	Young	Creative	Entrepreneur	Awards	The	British	Council	Young	Creative	Entrepreneurs	identifies	and	supports	talented	people	from	all	creative	industries	such	as	the	International	Young
Publisher	of	the	Year,	International	Young	Design	Entrepreneur	of	the	Year,	International	Young	Music	Entrepreneur	of	the	Year	and	British	Council	West	Africa	Arts	Program	Creative	Entrepreneurs	2018	Awards.	[39][40][41]	Contrasts	in	this	Article	may	compromise	the	neutral	view	About.	Please	integrate	the	content	of	the	section	the	article	as	a	whole,	or	rewrite	the	material.	(August	2013)	Expenses	In	2010,	Conservative	MP	Mark	Lancaster,	the	then	Lord	Commissioner	of	the	Treasury	of	the	United	Kingdom,	the	then	Speaker	of
the	House	of	Commons	Michael	Martin,	and	other	MPs	were	involved	in	disputes	over	the	expenses	incurred	for	undisclosed	travel	financed	by	taxpayers.[42]	The	then	Chief	Executive	of	the	British	Council,	Martin,	also	Davidson,	faced	criticism	from	the	press	for	expenses	claimed	to	be	in	apparent	violation	of	the	British	Council’s	internal	rules	for	overnight	stays	in	London.[43]	Closure	in	Russia	In	2007,	the	Russian	government	accused	the	British	Council	of	operating	illegally	in	violation	of	Russian	tax	laws	and	ordered	the
organisation	to	close	two	of	its	offices.	Many	believed	that	the	Council	had	become	the	victim	of	a	diplomatic	dispute	between	the	United	Kingdom	and	Russia.[44]	In	2018,	Russia	expelled	23	British	diplomats	and	closed	the	British	Council	(for	lack	of	regulations	on	its	activities)	along	with	the	Consulate	General	in	St.	Petersburg.[45]	The	move	was	seen	as	retaliation	against	the	UK’s	actions	against	Russia	for	the	poisoning	of	Sergei	and	Yulia	Skripal.[46][47]	Israel	and	Palestine	The	British	Council	has	been	one	of	the	main	partners	of
the	Palestinian	Literature	Festival	since	the	Festival	began	in	2008.	In	2009,	the	Israeli	police,	acting	on	a	court	order,	closed	the	venue	for	the	closing	event	of	the	Festival	due	to	the	involvement	of	the	Palestinian	Authority,	but	the	British	Council	intervened	and	the	evening	was	moved	to	its	grounds.[48]	The	British	Council	supports	the	festival,	also	known	as	PalFest.	A	controversial	issue	arose	in	2012,	as	the	PalFest	website	claims	to	support	the	“Palestinian	appeal	of	2004	for	the	academic	and	cultural	boycott	of	Israel”.	Susanna
Nicklin,	director	of	literature	of	the	stated:	“The	British	Council	is	an	apolitical	organization,	and	we	believe	that	international	cultural	exchanges	contribute	significantly	to	the	creation	of	a	united	Europe.	All	right.peaceful,	tolerant	and	prosperous	world.	Therefore,	the	British	Council	does	not	support	cultural	or	academic	boycotts.	"[49]	Chinese	dissident	writers	In	April	of	2012	the	British	Council	faced	a	storm	of	protest	for	the	exclusion	of	Chinese	dissident	writers	from	the	London	Book	Fair	in	2012.	Critics	include	British	PEN	and
journalist	Nick	Cohen	who	writes	in	The	Observer,	as	well	as	Alastair	Niven,	former	literary	director	of	the	British	Council	itself.	[50][51][52]	Cuts	In	March	2007,	the	British	Council	announced	its	"intention	to	increase	its	investment	in	the	Middle	East,	North	Africa	and	Central	and	South	Asia".	In	June	2007,	MEPs	received	further	closures	in	Tel	Aviv	and	East	Jerusalem	(where	there	was	a	British	Council	Library	since	1946).	British	Council	libraries	in	Athens[53]	and	Belgrade[54]	are	also	to	be	closed.	Similarly,	in	India,	British	Council
libraries	in	Bhopal	and	Trivandrum	were	closed	despite	protests	by	library	users	in	the	Council's	policy	of	"reducing	its	physical	presence"	in	the	country	and	diverting	funds	to	mega-projects	in	the	fields	of	culture,	education,	science	and	research.	[55]	The	libraries	and	offices	of	the	British	Council	have	also	been	closed	in	some	other	countries	judged	by	the	British	Council	to	be	of	little	strategic	or	commercial	importance,	as	it	has	refocused	its	activities	on	China	and	the	Persian	Gulf	region.	The	Council	offices	were	closed	in	Lesotho,
Swaziland,	Ecuador	and	Provincial	Land	in	Germany	in	2000-2001	as	well	as	in	Belarus,	calling	for	parliamentary	criticism.	The	subsequent	promises	of	British	Council	President	Neil	Kinnock	at	a	conference	in	Edinburgh[56]	that	the	closure	of	Belarus	would	have	hoped	to	prove	to	be	only	a	"temporary"	withdrawal	proved	illusory.	The	British	Council's	office	in	It	also	closed	in	September	2006	as	part	of	a	rethinking	of	its	strategy	in	Latin	America.	In	Italy,	the	British	Council	closed	its	offices	in	Turin	and	Bologna,	and	The	size	of	the
offices	in	Milan	and	Rome	(with	the	library	being	closed	in	Rome).[57]	Charles	Arnold-Baker,	author	of	the	Companion	to	British	History,	said	of	the	British	Council’s	change	of	priorities:	“This	whole	policy	is	misunderstood	from	the	top	down.	We	are	going	where	we	cannot	succeed	and	we	are	neglecting	our	European	friends	who	wish	us	well.	The	only	people	who	will	read	our	books	in	Beirut	or	Baghdad	are	already	converted”.[58]	The	article	also	points	out	that	the	Alliance	FranÃ§aise	and	the	Goethe-Institut,	unlike	the	British
Council,	are	expanding	and	filling	libraries	across	Europe.	France	opened	its	new	library	in	Tel	Aviv	in	2007,	a	few	months	after	the	closure	of	the	British	Council	and	the	closure	of	the	British	Council	Library	in	West	Jerusalem[59].	In	Gaza,	the	Institut	franÃÂ§ais	supports	the	Gaza	City	Municipal	Library	in	collaboration	with	the	local	authority	and	a	municipal	twinning	between	Gaza	City	and	the	French	port	of	Dunkirk.[60][61]	In	Oslo,	the	British	Council	informs	Norwegian	visitors	that	“our	office	is	not	open	to	the	public	and	we	do	not
have	an	enquiry	service”.[62]	The	Goethe	Institute	also	has	a	more	visible	presence	in	Glasgow	than	the	British	Council.[63]	Now,	on	the	contrary,	there	is	only	one	British	Council	office	in	Germany”	and	that	is	Berlin.[64]	Responsibility	Formally,	it	is	to	its	sponsoring	department,	the	Office	of	Foreign	Affairs,	Commonwealth	and	Development,	that	the	UK	Parliamentary	Table	Office	forwards	all	parliamentary	questions	about	the	British	Council.[65]	The	effectiveness	of	the	British	Council’s	efforts	to	promote	higher	education	in	China
has	been	examined	in	the	United	Kingdom	by	the	British	Council.	House	of	Commons	Select	Committee	on	Education	and	Skills	in	a	report	published	in	August	2007.[66]	It	expressed	concern	that,	with	regard	to	joint	education	programmes	involving	universities,	universities	and	colleges,	the	Commission	and	the	Council	of	Europe,	the	Council	of	Europe	and	the	European	Union,	the	Council	of	Europe,		The	UK	lags	behind	Australia,	the	USA,	Hong	Kong,	Canada	and	France	In	its	testimony	to	this	committee,	the	British	Council	argued
that	“the	United	Kingdom	are	highly	valued	by	international	students	for	their	global	recognition.	International	students	adopt	an	essentially	utilitarian	view	of	higher	education	that	is	likely	to	increasingly	consider	value	for	money,	the	British	Council	gave	the	example	of	India	where	their	Initiative	for	British	Education	and	Research	in	India	(UK	India	Education	and	Research	Initiative)[67]	It	is	"supported"	by	multinational	oil	companies	such	as	BP	and	Shell,	the	GSKE	pharmaceutical	giant	weapons	and	weapons.	[68]	Criticism	of	British
Council's	marketing	efforts	in	this	area	came	also	from	Scotland	where	Sunday	Herald	obtained	documents	under	the	Freedom	of	Information	Act	which	demonstrates	that	the	British	Council	marketing	coordinator	in	the	United	States	had	referred	to	Stirling	University	as	"The	University	of	Sterling"	and	also	document	the	"tensions"	between	Scottish	executive	officials	and	the	British	Council	in	India	and	China.	The	Sunday	Herald	reported	that	these	land	wars	were	undermining	the	political	key	of	the	Scottish	Executive	Fresh	Talent.
[69]	Some	of	the	British	Council's	activities	were	examined	in	2007/08	by	the	National	Control	Office	(NAO).	The	NAO	report,	the	British	Council:	Achieving	Impact,	concluded	"that	the	British	Council's	performance	is	strong	and	appreciated	by	its	customers	and	stakeholders."	[70]	The	Commission	also	concluded,	however,	that	its	English	classes	are	elitist	and	have	unfair	advantages	over	commercial	suppliers,	as	well	as	questioning	thousands	of	unresponsible	e-mail	calls	to	the	British	Council	offices.	[71]	In	the	context	of	the
examination	of	the	annual	report	of	the	Office	for	Foreign	Affairs,	the	Commonwealthof	development,	the	Committee	on	Foreign	Affairs	spends	an	hour	every	year	examining	the	witnesses	of	the	British	Council,	but	also	this	level	of	control	is	compromised	by	a	Commons	ruling.	Commons!	Members	of	the	obligation	to	declare	travel	abroad	paid	by	the	British	Council.	[42]	Two	members	of	the	Public	Accounts	Committee	(Nigel	Griffiths	MP	and	Ian	Davidson	MP)	were	members	of	the	British	Council's	associated	parliamentary	group.	[72]
Congressman	Nigel	Griffiths	was	vice-president	of	this	lobby	group	of	the	British	Council	until	he	came	down	as	a	deputy.[73]	In	2008	the	British	Council	was	called	before	the	Public	Accounts	Committee	(CAP)	after	the	previous	publication	of	a	report	by	the	National	Audit	Office.	The	next	PAC	report	confirmed	that	MEP	Nigel	Griffiths	–	Vice	President	of	the	British	Council's	associated	parliamentary	group	–	was	part	of	the	small	number	of	PAC	members	who	approved	this	report	on	the	British	Council,	despite	not	being	recorded	as
present	during	the	trial	session	–	in	June	2008	–	where	the	British	Council	director	was	examined.	[74]	Mr.	Griffiths	had	traveled	to	Russia	beforehand	and	spoke	favorably	about	the	activities	of	the	British	Council	in	January	1998	about	the	time	when	their	man	in	St.	Petersburg	(Stephen	Kinnock)	was	expelled.[75][76][77]	In	April	2009	the	British	Council	was	told	to	clean	up	its	act	by	the	Information	Commissioner	after	losing	the	personnel	data	that	included	details	of	their	trade	union	affiliations	and	minds	about	the	encryption	status
of	the	computer	disk.	[78]	Following	the	allegations	made	against	the	British	Council	in	Russia	(see	above)	Trevor	Royle,	the	Diplomatic	Expert	Editor	of	The	Sunday	Herald	cited	a	'British	diplomatic	source'	admitting:	"There	is	a	widespread	assumption	that	the	British	Council	is	a	wing	of	our	secret	services,	however	minor.	Officially,	it's	not	like	that,	but	there	are	connections.	Why	should	it	be	otherwise	because	all	information	is	priceless?	After	all,	theBritish	also	deals	with	commercial	missions	and	inevitably	entails	a	low-level
intelligence.	"[79]	In	2005,	together	with	the	Alliance	française,	the	CompanyAlighieri,	the	Goethe-Institut,	the	Cervantes	Institute	and	the	CamÃÎ1⁄4es	Institute,	the	British	Council	shared	the	Prince	of	Asturias	Award	for	the	outstanding	achievements	of	Western	European	national	cultural	agencies	in	the	field	of	communication	and	humanities.	At	the	time	of	the	joint	venture,	the	full	extent	of	the	British	Council’s	closure	policies	in	Europe	was	not	yet	publicly	known.	In	literature	Royle	continues	to	note	that	the	novel	The	House	of
Russia	by	John	Le	CarrÃÂ©	(former	consular	official	David	Cornwell)	opens	with	a	reference	to	the	British	Council.	The	organization’s	“first	audio	fair	for	teaching	English	and	spreading	British	culture”	is	“strangling	to	the	end”	and	one	of	its	officials	is	packing	up	his	stuff	when	he	is	approached	by	an	attractive	Russian	woman	to	smuggle	in	a	manuscript	She	claims	to	be	a	novel	to	an	English	publisher	whom	she	herself	calls	“your	friend”![79]	She	is	also	featured	in	one	of	the	scenes	of	Graham	Greene’s	“Third	Man”,	the	character
Crabbin,	played	by	Wilfrid	Hyde-White	in	the	film,	who	worked	for	the	British	Council.	In	1946,	writer	George	Orwell	advised	serious	writers	not	to	work	for	it	as	a	day	job,	arguing	that	“the	effort	[of	writing]	is	too	much	to	make	if	one	has	already	wasted	one’s	energies	on	semi-creative	work	such	as	teaching,	transmitting,	or	composing	propaganda	for	bodies	like	the	British	Council”.[80]	In	his	autobiography	Dame	Stella	Rimington,	the	first	female	head	of	MI5,	mentions	that	she	worked	for	the	British	Council	in	India	before	joining	the
British	Intelligence	Services.	The	British	Council	(and	its	man	on	duty,	Goole)	was	often	humorously	quoted	by	Lawrence	Durrell	in	his	collection	of	anecdotes	about	the	life	of	a	diplomat	serving	abroad	at	the	Office	of	Foreign,	Commonwealth	and	Development	Antrobus	In	the	six	novels	of	Olivia	Manning	that	make	up	the	Balkan	Trilogy	and	the	Levante	Levant	Guy	Pringle	is	an	employee	of	the	British	Council,	and	the	Council’s	policy	makes	up	many	of	the	plot	points.	The	books	depict	Eastern	Europe	and	the	Middle	East	in	the	early
years	of	World	War	II.	Burma	The	role	of	the	British	Council	in	Burma	in	1947	came	under	scrutiny	with	the	release	of	confidential	documents	from	a	BBC	investigation	by	journalist	Feargal	Keane	into	the	role	of	dissident	British	colonial	officials	in	the	assassination	of	then	independent	Burmese	leader	Aung	San	(father	of	Aung	San	Suu	Kyi).	The	BBC	programme	quoted	a	1948	document	sent	by	the	chief	of	police	in	Rangoon	to	the	British	ambassador	stating	that	Britain	was	involved	in	the	assassination	of	Aung	San	and	her	cabinet,	for
which	one	of	her	political	opponents	had	been	hanged,	and	that	the	“broker”	had	been	an	official	of	the	British	Council	mentioned	in	the	programme.	Libya	In	August	2011,	a	journalist	for	the	Irish	Times	discovered	a	2007	certificate	issued	by	the	British	Council	in	Tripoli	to	a	daughter	of	President	Gaddafi,	who	had	previously	been	declared	killed	in	a	US	raid	on	Gaddafi’s	residence	in	1986.[84][85]	English	and	exams	In	July	2011,	the	Hong	Kong	edition	of	China	Daily	reported	on	the	thriving	“ghost	writing”	industry	that	critics	believe
was	born	around	the	British	Council’s	IELTS	tests	in	China.[86]	A	major	IELTS	corruption	scandal	in	Western	Australia	led	to	prosecution	in	November	2011.[87]	Connecting	classrooms	In	January	2012,	the	Pakistani	press	reported	that	the	Federal	Investigative	Agency	was	investigating	a	visa	scam	associated	with	the	British	Council’s	Connecting	Classrooms	programme.[88]	Presidents	The	Council	was	chaired	by:	1934”37	Lord	Tyrrell[89]	1937”41	Lord	Lloyd	194	1Â”45	Sir	Malcolm	Robertson	1946Â”55	Sir	Ronald	Adam	1955Â”59	Sir
David	Kelly	1959Â”67	Lord	Bridges	1968Â”71	Lord	Fulton	1971Â”72	Leslie	Rowan	1972'76	Lord	Ballantrae	1977'84	Sir	Charles	Troughton	1985'92	Sir	David	1992	--98	Sir	Martin	Jacomb	1998	--2004	Baroness	Kennedy	of	the	Shaws	[90]	2004th	-"09	Lord	Kinnock	[91]	2010	-16	Sir	Vernon	Ellis	[92]	2016	--19	Christopher	Rodrigues	[92]	2019	--Present	Stevie	Spring	[5]	Trade	unions	Some	members	of	the	British	Council	are	members	of	trade	unions.	[93]	UK	staff	are	represented	by	the	Union	for	Public	and	Commercial	Services.	Some
employees	in	Japan	belong	to	the	General	Union.	[94]	Media	Publications	in	Education	and	DevelopmentLanguageAnglishPUblication	DetailsHistory1967	-1989Frequencyquardarterlystandard	Abbreviationsiso	4	(ALT)	is	Bluebook	(Alt11	to	ALT2)	NLM	(ALT)	is	Mathscinet	(Alt)	Iso	4Media	Eduction.	Dev.IndexingCoden	JSTOR	(ALT)	is	LCCN	(ALT)	Miara	NLM	(ALT)	is	SCOPUSISSSN0262-0251CLC	NO.8210712Links	Home	page	From	1967	to	1989	the	British	Council	has	published	Media	in	Education	and	Development.	Structurally	titled
CETO	NEWS,	ISSN	0574-9409,	ISSN	0574-9409,	has	become	international	educational	television:	a	newspaper	of	the	Centre	for	Educational	Television	Abroad,	ISSN	0424-6128,	in	March	1967	(Volume	1,	Edition	1).	[95].	The	Journal	changed	its	name	again	in	March	1971	to	Broadcasting	Educational	International:	a	journal	of	the	Centre	for	Educational	Development	abroad,	ISSN	0013-1970	(Volume	5,	Edition	1).	[96].	Its	final	name	changed	to	the	media	in	education	and	development,	ISN	0262-0251,	in	December	1981	(Volume	14
Edition	4).	[97]	The	final	problem	went	to	print	in	1989	(Volume	22).	[98]	British	Council	Partnership	UK	[99]	List	of	approved	UK	Council	Centres	UK	Study	Centres	Annex	Positions	The	British	Council	is	organised	in	seven	regions.	Americas	The	British	Council	has	offices	in:	Argentina	Brazil	Canada	Chile	Colombia	Cuba	Jamaica	Mexico	Peru	Trinidad	and	Tobago	United	States	Uruguay	Costa	Rica	Asia	Pacific	Council	has	offices	in:	Australia	Cambodia	Brunei	Myanmar	Hong	Kong	Indonesia	Japan	South	Korea	Philippines	Singapore
Taiwan	Taiwan	Vietnam	&	New	Zealand	European	Union	The	British	Council	has	offices	in:	Austria	&	Belgium	&	Bulgaria	&	Croatia	&	Cyprus	&	Czech	Republic	&	Estonia	&	France	&	Germany	&	Greece	&	Hungary	&	Ireland	&	Italy	&	Latvia	&	Lithuania	&	Netherlands	&	Poland	&	Portugal	&	Romania	&	Slovenia	Slovakia	to	Spain	Middle	East	and	North	Africa	The	British	Council	has	offices	in:	Egypt	to	Algeria	Bahrain	to	Iraq	to	Jordan	to	Kuwait	to	Lebanon	to	Libya	to	Morocco	to	Oman	to	Palestine	to	Israel	to	Qatar	to	Saudi	Arabia	to
Syria	to	Tunisia	to	United	Arab	Emirates	to	Yemen	Indian	Subcontinent	The	British	Council	has	offices	in:	Afghanistan	Afghanistan	Afghanistan	Bangladesh	India	Nepal	Pakistan	Sri	Lanka	Sub-Saharan	Africa	The	British	Council	has	offices	in:	Botswana	Eritrea	Ethiopia	Ghana	Kenya	Malawi	Mauritius	Mozambique	Namibia	Nigeria	Senegal	Sierra	Leone	South	Africa	South	Sudan	Sudan	Sudan	Tanzania	Zambia	to	Zimbabwe	to	Rwanda	to	Uganda	Europa	ampliata	The	British	Council	has	offices	in:	Albania	to	Armenia	to	Azerbaijan	to	Bosnia
and	Herzegovina	to	Georgia	to	Israel	to	Kazakhstan	to	Kosovo	to	Northern	Macedonia	to	Montenegro	to	Norway	to	Serbia	to	Switzerland	to	Turkey	to	Ukraine	to	Uzbekistan	See	also	the	portal	of	United	Kingdom	Education	Portal	Eunic	Teaching	English	as	a	Foreign	Language	(TEFL)	Cultural	Diplomacy	Public	Diplomacy	References	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	Annual	Report	2017	Â”18[permanent	dead	link],	British	Council.	^	bare	URL]	^	Â”The	subtle	art	of	soft	power.Â”	New	Statesman.	July	7,	2021.	^	Baker,	Luke	(June	26,	2020).	“Britain	saves
its	soft-power	branch	after	the	heavy	blow	of	COVID”.	Reuters.	^	a	b	c	Â”Stevie	Spring	CBE	|	British	CouncilÂ”.	britishcouncil.org.	Retrieved	24	July	2020.	^	“Senior	Leadership	Team	|	British	Council”.	britishcouncil.org.	Retrieved	24	July	2020.	^	a	b	Â”History.Â”	British	Council.	Donaldson,	Frances	(1984).	The	Council:	the	first	fifty	years.	London:	J.	Cape.	Cape.	British	Council	Romania.	Romania:	British	Council.	"On	British	Council	Egypt."	British	Council.	to	"Information	about	us"	[permanent	dead	link],	British	Council,	Portugal.	"Our
story."	British	Council	Poland.	"Symphony	in	G	Minor	R71:	Moderan	Database	in	the	world.	Retrieved	14June	2014.	External	link	in	`124Title=(help)	[Front	cover:	Your	Voice	ads.]	Gramophone.	February	1944.	Retrieved	at	14	June	2014.	Foreman,	Lewis.	Susan	Foreman,	London:	A	Musical	Gazetter,	Yale	University	Press,	2005:	p.	15.	Myers,	Rollo.	"Music	in	Battle-dress"	in	Music	Da	1939	(1947),	pp.	9a	C.	A.	(1990).	Austin	Gill	(190666;128;;1990).	French	studies.	XLIV	(4):	501st	to	128;.	two:10.1093/fs/XLIV.	4.501.	British	Council
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