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The	fat	superconducting	torus	of	the	ramscoop	ring;	the	antennae	fan	behind	it,	unwound	now	into	an	indestructible	soap	bubble	big	enough	to	shroud	a	city,	its	face	turned	sunward	to	catch	the	faint	quantum	sparkle	of	the	Icarus	antimatter	stream.	It	would	have	been	magic	to	anyone.	That’s	the	first	bit	I	have	some	quibbles	with,	based	on	my	own
interest	in	neurology.	They	are	all	different	from	baseline—the	cyborg,	the	vampire,	the	intentionally	multiple	mind,	the	mad	scientist	…	and	Siri	Keeton:	political	officer.	They	weren’t	even	computer-controlled.	But	I	didn’t	know	what	to	do.	Szpindel’s	unspoken	distrust	of	Amanda	Bates	shouted	from	the	corner	of	his	smile.	It’s	my	opinion	that	the
book	you	hold	in	your	hand	is	the	best	hard	science	fiction	novel	of	the	first	decade	of	the	twenty-first	century—and	I	say	that	as	someone	who	remains	unconvinced	of	the	correctness	of	its	central	argument.	Theseus’s	body	parts	had	Around	me,	the	same	magic	worked	at	cooler	temperatures	and	to	less	volatile	ends:	a	small	riot	of	chutes	and
dispensers	crowded	the	bulkhead	on	all	sides.	theseus	BLOOD	MAKES	NOISE.	Bates	kept	her	head	shaved,	but	even	her	eyebrows	weren’t	as	rusty	as	I	remembered	them.	Three	decades	it	took,	to	see	the	irony	in	that	remark.	Which	is	to	say,	self-awareness,	the	I,	the	ability	to	observe	and	question	our	own	actions—or	at	least	to	convince	ourselves
we	are	doing	so.	The	fact	that	I	find	Peter’s	argument	insufficiently	nuanced	doesn’t	actually	change	the	fact	that	he	makes	it	brilliantly,	that	his	ideas	are	horrible	and	fascinating	and	glitter	like	a	swarm	of	darkly	jeweled	beetle	carapaces.	But	that,	that	distance—that	chronic	sense	of	being	an	alien	among	your	own	kind—it’s	not	entirely	a	bad	thing.
The	person	whose	job	it	is	to	control	the	meaning,	and	the	memes,	in	a	world	where	meaning	is	an	illusion.	IT’S	NOT	REAL.	This	thematic	freight—that	all	we	see	when	we	look	out	at	the	universe	is	our	own	selves	reflected,	because	that	is	what	we	are	programmed	to	see,	and	that	our	conscious	minds	may	very	well	be	holding	us	back	and	slowing	us
down	(and	making	us	miserable	in	the	deal),	and	that	we	are	all	just	part	of	the	machine—is	gorgeously	developed	on	a	dozen	layers:	in	the	choice	of	characters;	in	the	biology	and	society	(if	you	can	call	it	that)	of	the	aliens;	in	the	unfolding	of	several	timelines	of	plot	and	subplot;	in	the	relationships	between	characters;	in	the	exploration	of	grief	and
loss	and	unhappiness;	in	the	relationships	between	the	characters	and	their	world,	and	their	ship,	and	each	other;	and	in	Peter’s	own	language	choices	as,	in	the	voice	of	Siri,	he	allows	thematic	statements	to	be	made	in	a	variety	of	ways.	After	five	years,	I	needed	the	exercise.	In	the	end,	propaganda	worked	where	empathy	failed.	Unusual
astronomical	environments,	correct	technology	and	a	good	detective	story	makes	good	reading.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Imagine	you	are	Siri	Keeton.	I	could	see	into	his	head	better	than	my	own;	he	was	scared	that	his	attackers	might	think	those	hands	were	coming	up	to	hit	back,	that	they’d	read	it	as	an	act	of	defiance	and	hurt
him	even	more.	The	idea	that	consciousness	is	self-destructive	is	a	heady	one.	Those	few	TwenCen	relics	who	still	believed	in	God	also	held	that	one	shouldn’t	try	to	improve	upon	His	handiwork.	I	chose	them	by	running	through	checklists	of	behaviors	and	circumstances	compiled	from	years	of	observation.	Led	by	an	enigmatic	AI	and	a	genetically
engineered	vampire,	the	crew	includes	a	biologist	who's	more	machine	than	human,	a	linguist	with	surgically	induced	multiple	personality	disorder,	a	professional	soldier	who's	a	pacifist,	and	Siri	Keeton,	a	man	with	only	half	a	brain.	The	funny	thing	is,	this	quibble	also	does	not	detract	from	my	assessment	of	this	book	as	among	the	best	of	its	kind.
Still,	when	your	best	friend’s	in	trouble	you	help	out,	right?	Some	of	these	channels	follow	a	specific	niche	topic	while	others	are	about	books	in	general.Research	or	Special	Interest	Book	Summary	WebsitesFor	those	who	need	a	summary	of	a	book	that	covers	a	research	or	special	interest	topic,	there	are	dozens	of	book	summary	websites	focusing
specifically	on	this.	It’s	significant,	I	think,	that	every	member	of	Theseus’s	five-member	crew	is	somebody	who	might	be	considered	an	alien—or	a	monster—in	general	Human	society.	That	was	all	it	would	do,	though;	it	wouldn’t	improve	our	empirical	odds	one	whit.	You	remember	the	needles	going	in	just	before	you	shut	down,	way	back	when	your
veins	were	more	than	dry	twisted	filaments	of	beef	jerky.	Blindsight	is	the	story	of	Siri	Keeton,	a	man	with	half	a	brain,	who	is	one	member	of	the	crew	of	the	research	vessel	Theseus.	One	of	the	braver	promised	me	I	was	dead,	shouted	Fucking	zombie!	over	his	shoulder	as	he	disappeared	around	the	corner.	Blood	coursed	unheeded	from	his	nose	and
splattered	down	his	shirt.	Some	results	may	be	free,	while	others	may	require	a	fee	to	unlock	the	information.Reverse	Address	LookupA	reverse	address	lookup	is	another	type	of	search	you	can	do	if	you	only	have	part	of	the	information	about	the	number	you	need	to	find.	But	that	evokes	a	whole	other	kind	of	pain,	so	you	block	it	out	and	concentrate
on	the	life	pushing	its	way	back	into	your	extremities.	But	you	don’t	have	to	agree	with	a	novel’s	premise	or	its	thematic	argument	to	find	it	a	compelling	work	of	fiction,	and	Peter	has	written	a	compelling	work	of	fiction	here.	Back	then	I	didn’t	so	much	think	as	observe,	didn’t	deduce	so	much	as	remember—and	what	I	remembered	was	a	thousand
inspirational	stories	lauding	anyone	who	ever	stuck	up	for	the	underdog.	I	just	stood	there.	It	stayed	so	discreetly	in	the	background,	nurtured	and	carried	us	and	permeated	our	existence	like	an	unobtrusive	god;	but	like	God,	it	never	took	your	calls.	Theseus	had	burned	relentlessly	until	almost	the	moment	of	our	resurrection.	A	third,	turning	to	face
the	new	threat,	took	a	blow	to	the	face	that	audibly	crunched	the	bones	of	his	cheek.	You	haven’t	even	met	the	aliens	yet,	and	already	they’re	running	rings	around	you.	Not	yet,	anyway.	The	other	moaned	and	held	its	head	and	curled	up	in	a	ball.	If	it’s	all	futile,	we’re	excused	from	trying.	He’d	given	us	four	hours	to	come	back.	You’ve	gone
interstellar,	which	means	(you	bring	up	the	system	clock)	you’ve	been	undead	for	eighteen	hundred	days.	They	could	have	taught	your	kind	a	few	things	about	restraint,	if	that	absurd	aversion	to	right	angles	hadn’t	done	them	in	at	the	dawn	of	civilization.	If	you’re	looking	on	a	site	with	a	map	function,	you	may	also	see	a	map	with	the	location	pinned
and	an	option	to	get	turn-by-turn	directions	to	the	place	you’re	calling.Reverse	Phone	Number	LookupA	reverse	phone	number	lookup	is	done	when	you	have	only	a	phone	number	and	want	to	know	who	it	belongs	to	before	you	call.	Even	if	he	hadn’t	been	my	best	friend,	I	should	at	least	have	empathized.	Morning,	commissar.	Fifteen	minutes	to	spin-
up.	Because	if	it	is,	you’re	in	the	wrong	part	of	the	universe.	Pack	animals	always	tear	apart	the	weaklings	in	their	midst.	I	had	to	look	at	my	hands	very	hard	for	a	long,	long	time.	Sarasti	was	the	official	intermediary.	James	again:	Could	do	that	up	here.	So	although	both	of	us	could	have	been	repaired,	only	one	of	us	had	been.	The	journey	had	melted
us	down	to	a	common	archetype.	"Oh	shit,	Pag	panted.	Something	grabbed	my	arm	and	I	swung	without	thinking,	without	looking	until	Pag	yelped	and	ducked	out	of	reach.	Think	of	all	that	must	have	been	squeezed	out,	deformed,	reshaped	by	the	time	the	renovations	were	through.	"You’da	never	done	that	before,"	Pag	said.	These	“YouTubers”	select
a	book,	present	information	about	it,	provide	insights,	highlight	reviews	about	it,	and	summarize	its	plot.	—Ted	Bundy	It	didn’t	start	out	here.	Doubtless	it	would	all	come	out	during	the	post-rez	briefing.	His	wide	sunken	eyes	jiggle	in	their	sockets	as	he	reacquires	his	own	links,	sensory	interfaces	so	massive	that	your	own	off-the-shelf	inlays	amount	to
shadow	puppetry	in	comparison.	The	purpose	of	these	websites	and	blogs	is	to	present	an	informal	setting	for	people	to	enjoy	books	without	feeling	the	pressure	of	making	a	purchase.	Bates	breathed	louder	than	she	spoke,	a	dry	rustle	from	pipes	still	getting	reacquainted	with	the	idea	of	respiration.	Oh	shit	oh	shit	oh	shit…"	I	thought	of	something	to
say.	"What	are	you	doing?	Think	of	all	the	rewiring	that	one	lonely	hemisphere	must	have	struggled	with	as	it	tried	to	take	up	the	slack.	Szpindel’s	lips	cracked	in	a	small	rictus.	I	swapped	out	drained	electrolyte	bags	for	fresh	ones	and	headed	aft.	His	parents	had	never	had	him	optimized.	You’re	a	stick	man,	frozen	in	some	perverse	rigor	vitae.	I	do
remember	Helen	telling	me	(and	telling	me)	how	difficult	it	was	to	adjust.	They	cut	out	your	brain!	Only	half.	You	can	feel	your	blood,	syrupy	with	dobutamine	and	leuenkephalin,	forcing	its	way	through	arteries	shriveled	by	months	on	standby.	Even	our	hair	seemed	to	have	become	strangely	discolored	during	the	voyage,	although	I	knew	that	was
impossible.	I	knew	the	incantations,	of	course—antimatter	cracking	and	deconstruction,	the	teleportation	of	quantum	serial	numbers—but	it	was	still	magic	to	me,	how	we’d	come	so	far	so	fast.	Even	then,	at	the	tender	age	of	eight	and	with	half	my	mind	gone,	I	was	becoming	a	superlative	observer.	Blindsight’s	contention	is	that	this	life	form	is	better
adapted	to	survival	than	Humanity	in	all	imaginable	ways,	because	it	is	not	handicapped	with	this	thing	we	call	consciousness.	Behind	it,	a	service	tunnel	wormed	back	through	machinery	best	left	untouched	by	Human	hands.	Peter	can	write	a	paragraph	about	a	spaceship	course-correcting	on	a	high-g	burn	that	would	make	Herman	Melville	wring	his
hands	in	envy.	I	watched	him	raise	his	arms,	almost	hesitantly,	to	ward	off	the	worst	of	the	blows.	Some	of	these	services	provide	audio,	PDF,	and	infographics	of	the	books.	I	faced	forward.	"They	started—"	Pag	backed	away,	eyes	wide.	And	now	you’re	different.	We’d	revert	to	our	old	selves	soon	enough.	Before	the	operation,	he	meant.	Still,	I
wondered	who	had	locked	out	the	Comm	logs.	Like	you	had	a	whole	new	personality,	she	said.	I	set	up	my	own	tent	in	zero	g	and	as	far	to	stern	as	possible,	nuzzling	the	forward	wall	of	the	starboard	shuttle	tube.	IT’S	JUST	A	DREAM.	I	was	pretty	sure	he’d	been	avoiding	me.	I	could	see	James’s	personae	shatter	and	coalesce	in	the	flutter	of	an
eyelash.	Every	one	stood	open,	in	nonchalant	defiance	of	a	previous	generation’s	safety	codes.	For	the	ep—	"I	know,	for	the	epilepsy!	You	think	I	don’t	know?	More	likely	it	was	just	filtering	the	pallor	of	the	skin	beneath.	Some	wondered	if	it	could	build	another	crew	as	well,	although	we’d	all	been	assured	that	was	impossible.	James’s	round	cheeks
and	hips;	Szpindel’s	high	forehead	and	lumpy,	lanky	chassis—even	the	enhanced	carboplatinum	brick	shit	house	that	Bates	used	for	a	body—all	had	shriveled	to	the	same	desiccated	collection	of	sticks	and	bones.	I	wondered	how	long	it	would	be	before	it	found	reinforcements.	Peter	is	crown	royalty	among	writers	of	science	fiction’s	most	difficult
subgenre—that	generally	referred	to	as	hard	science	fiction.	I	may	have	been.	Mine	was	developmental.	But	you	could	make	a	case	for	what	he	said.	His	people	are	ticking	clockworks—beautiful,	strong,	wounded,	heroic	ticking	clockworks,	with	that	perception	familiar	to	so	many	of	us	of	being	trapped	outside	the	course	of	our	lives—observing,
perhaps	impeding,	but	not	in	control.	Then,	something	starts	to	annihilate	all	biological	lifeforms.	I	didn’t	even	especially	want	to	help	him.	prologue	TRY	TO	TOUCH	THE	PAST.	Every	twitch	of	the	phenotype	cried	aloud	to	anyone	who	knew	the	language.	The	pain’s	an	unavoidable	side	effect.	Not	much	of	it	was	…	heartfelt,	I	guess	the	word	is.	This
type	of	search	doesn’t	deliver	consistent	results,	though	it	can	be	useful	and	delivers	some	results	in	map	or	satellite	form.Brief	History	of	Phone	BooksThe	first	printed	phone	book	was	handed	out	in	1878	in	New	Haven.	Therefore,	a	wide	variety	of	sites	are	available	containing	them.	There’s	an	icy,	logical	nihilism	at	this	book’s	core	that	Watts	never
shies	away	from,	that—in	fact—he	ruthlessly	exploits.	That	didn’t	make	sense.	I	remember	wondering	why	I	didn’t	take	any	satisfaction	from	that	sound,	why	it	meant	nothing	beyond	the	fact	I	had	one	less	opponent	to	worry	about.	Or	I	had,	once.	There’s	a	reason	they	call	it	radical	hemispherectomy:	half	the	brain	thrown	out	with	yesterday’s	krill,
the	remaining	half	press-ganged	into	double	duty.	It	came	in	especially	handy	when	the	real	aliens	came	calling.	You’re	not	the	same.	He	can	also	vividly	ground	the	reader	in	the	viscerality	of	a	character’s	experience,	the	physical	sensations	and	emotions,	and	make	even	vastly	unlikable	people	sympathetic	and	compelling.	Stern	was	closest,	so	I
started	there,	at	the	shielding	that	separated	payload	from	propulsion.	Home	page	url	Download	or	read	it	online	for	free	here:	Download	link	(4MB,	PDF)	Download	mirrors:Mirror	1	Mirror	2	Four-Day	Planet	by	H.	Follow	these	guidelines	to	learn	where	to	find	book	summaries	online.Websites	and	BlogsMany	websites	and	blogs	offer	summaries	of
chapters	in	books	for	free	to	their	readers.	The	rock	dropped	to	the	ground,	blood-slick	and	glistening.	The	pre-dead	James	had	been	dirty	blond,	Szpindel’s	hair	had	been	almost	dark	enough	to	call	black,	but	the	stuff	floating	from	their	scalps	looked	the	same	dull	kelpy	brown	to	me	now.	I	keep	returning	to	those	words—Lovecraftian,	indifferent—but
Blindsight	is	also	a	brilliant	argument	for	the	inevitability	of	that	same	indifference.	Nobody	gets	past	Jupiter	without	becoming	part	vampire.	Or	Sarasti.	Because	everyone	is	pressed	for	time,	the	need	to	look	up	the	summary	of	this	book	or	that	one	is	sometimes	a	priority.	Your	joints	have	seized	up	through	disuse.	Then	a	flip;	ionizing	lasers	strafing
the	space	ahead;	a	ramscoop	thrown	wide	in	a	hard	brake.	But	he’s	also	a	poet—a	damned	fine	writer	on	a	sentence	level,	who	can	make	you	feel	the	blank	Lovecraftian	indifference	of	the	sea	floor	or	of	interplanetary	space	with	the	same	ease	facility	with	which	he	can	pen	an	absolutely	breathtaking	passage	of	description.	You	asked	about
painkillers	once,	but	nerve	blocks	of	any	kind	compromise	metabolic	reactivation.	Your	own	cadaverous	body	reflects	from	the	mirrored	bulkhead	opposite,	a	desiccated	lung-fish	waiting	for	the	rains.	Szpindel’s	reflection	stares	back	from	his	own	pod	to	your	immediate	right.	One	way	to	access	an	online	phone	book	is	through	the	browser	of	your
mobile	device.	I	observed,	recorded,	derived	the	algorithms	and	mimicked	appropriate	behaviors.	Or	Theseus	herself,	for	that	matter.	I	didn’t	remember	doing	that.	Fifty	to	the	post-resurrection	briefing.	Flag	a	sentry.	The	lid	of	your	coffin	slides	away.	I	was	trying	to	help.	Every	now	and	then	she	tried	bouncing	a	rubber	ball	off	the	bulkhead;	but	not
even	she	was	up	to	catching	it	on	the	rebound	yet.	It	took	a	while.	You	all	right?	If	he	had	withdrawn	from	public	view,	maybe	I	was	the	reason.	Maybe,	after	fighting	pod	people	in	gamespace,	he	couldn’t	help	but	see	them	everywhere.	Afterward	I	went	for	a	hike.	You’re	not	in	the	Kuiper	Belt	where	you	belong:	you’re	high	above	the	ecliptic	and	deep
into	the	Oort,	the	realm	of	long-period	comets	that	only	grace	the	sun	every	million	years	or	so.	It	was	easy	to	forget	the	Quantical	AI	at	the	heart	of	our	ship.	Except	Sarasti,	maybe.	For	me,	it	began	with	Robert	Paglino.	It’s	soothing	to	have	an	excuse	for	hopelessness.	Also	one	that	makes	some	well-thought-out,	uncomfortable	arguments.	And	some
things	you	kept	to	yourself.	After	all,	Siri	Keeton	does.	I	think	Siri	died,	they	scooped	him	out	and	threw	him	away	and	you’re	some	whole	other	kid	that	just,	just	grew	back	out	of	what	was	left.	I	didn’t	understand	why	he	couldn’t	see	that.	If	you	did,	of	course—if	you	forgot	appearance	and	watched	for	motion,	ignored	meat	and	studied	topology—
you’d	never	mistake	one	for	another.	His	face	is	as	bloodless	and	skeletal	as	yours.	(265	views)	An	online	phone	book,	like	the	Telkom	phone	book,	provides	a	quick	way	to	look	up	numbers	of	people	and	businesses	you	want	to	call	or	locate.	I	adapted.	They’re	back	now,	after	all—raised	from	the	grave	with	the	voodoo	of	paleogenetics,	stitched
together	from	junk	genes	and	fossil	marrow	steeped	in	the	blood	of	sociopaths	and	high-functioning	autistics.	It’ll	be	long	minutes	before	your	body	responds	fully	to	motor	commands,	hours	before	it	stops	hurting.	These	book	summary	sites	contain	information	about	the	author,	release	date,	characters,	plot,	and	then	move	on	to	the	summaries,	like	a
short	summary	of	Othello,	for	example.	While	intensely	dangerous,	this	alien	life	cannot	even	be	described	as	malevolent,	for	it	is	as	indifferent	to	Humanity	as	is	everything	else	in	the	universe	(except	for	Humanity	itself).	His	work	is	rigorous,	unsentimental,	and	full	of	the	sort	of	brilliant	little	moments	of	synthesis	that	make	a	nerd’s	brain	light	up
like	a	pinball	machine.	So	did	we	all.	Some	present	notes,	reflections,	and	reviews	that	their	readers	can	comment	on,	discuss,	or	reflect	on.	Imagine	you	are	Siri	Keeton.	Then,	in	2005,	the	demand	for	printed	phone	books	started	to	drop.	In	the	late	21st	century,	when	something	alien	is	discovered	beyond	the	edge	of	the	solar	system,	the	spaceship
Theseus	sets	out	to	make	contact.	Or	the	better	one,	I	suppose,	depending	on	your	point	of	view.	Parents	were	outraged,	diplomatic	volleys	exchanged,	but	it’s	tough	to	drum	up	neighborhood	outrage	on	behalf	of	your	injured	baby	when	playground	surveillance	from	three	angles	shows	the	little	darling—and	five	of	his	buddies—kicking	in	the	ribs	of	a
disabled	boy.	Gone	back	to	Fab,	eh?	The	brain’s	a	very	flexible	piece	of	meat;	it	took	some	doing,	but	it	adapted.	Medicine	was	bestowed,	ambulances	called.	You	hear	coughing	and	the	rustling	of	limbs	just	past	line	of	sight,	catch	glimpses	of	reflected	motion	where	the	others	stir	at	the	edge	of	vision.	I	knew	how	that	felt.	You	could	argue	that	I’m	a
different	person	than	the	one	who	used	to	occupy	this	body.	His	implacable	alien	monsters	aren’t	even	really	monstrous,	any	more	than	a	plague	is	monstrous,	or	the	pitiless	vacuum	of	space.	He	may	have	been	wrong.	But	you	were	in	that	half—or,	like,	part	of	you	was…	He	struggled	with	the	words,	with	the	concept	behind	them.	It	led	me	into
Synthesis,	fated	me	to	our	disastrous	encounter	with	the	scramblers,	spared	me	the	worse	fate	befalling	Earth.	Every	child	knows	that	much	instinctively.	Then	she’d	skidded	north	like	a	startled	cat	and	started	climbing:	a	wild	high	three-g	burn	off	the	ecliptic,	thirteen	hundred	tonnes	of	momentum	bucking	against	Newton’s	first.	His	characters	have
personalities	and	depth,	and	if	most	of	them	aren’t	very	nice	people,	well,	that’s	appropriate	to	the	dystopian	hellholes	they	inhabit.	The	weight	of	a	trillion	trillion	protons	slowed	her	down	and	refilled	her	gut	and	flattened	us	all	over	again.	For	its	weather	was	insufferably	hot	and	its	topography	fantastically	tortuous	...	Or	are	they—and	we—all	just
machines,	and	moral	judgments	utterly	meaningless?	I	actually	did	feel	something	then—faint,	distant,	but	unmistakable.	His	was	genetic:	an	uncontrolled	genotype	that	left	him	predisposed	to	nearsightedness,	acne,	and	(as	it	later	turned	out)	a	susceptibility	to	narcotics.	Every	facial	tic	was	a	data	point,	every	conversational	pause	spoke	volumes
more	than	the	words	to	either	side.	I	unclenched	them.	Blood	smeared	the	back	of	his	hand.	Teleportation	isn’t	magic:	the	Icarus	stream	couldn’t	send	us	the	actual	antimatter	it	made,	only	the	quantum	specs.	—Suzanne	Vega	Imagine	you	are	Siri	Keeton.	Vampires	did	this	all	the	time,	you	remember.	Here,	it’s	just	a	subplot	that	reinforces	the	novel’s
thematic	argument:	One	more	kind	of	instinct-driven	monster	to	inhabit	his	monstrous	world.	One	thing	lay	motionless.	I	felt	angry.	So	we	dragged	ourselves	back	from	the	dead:	five	part-time	cadavers,	naked,	emaciated,	barely	able	to	move	even	in	zero	g.	The	pain	begins,	just	slightly,	to	recede.	Szpindel	works	his	jaw.	One	more	creature	that
imagines	itself	real,	confronted	with	an	objective	reality	that	is	utterly	oblivious	to	its	existence.	TRY	TO	DEAL	WITH	THE	PAST.	You’re	not	the	same."	I	still	don’t	know	if	Pag	really	knew	what	he	was	saying.	But	that	part	of	me	had	been	cut	out	along	with	the	bad	wiring.	Suffering	in	silence,	you	check	the	logs	for	fresh	telemetry.	A	few	of	those
openings	would	choke	on	my	fist:	one	or	two	could	swallow	me	whole.	I	was	still	working	up	the	algorithms	to	get	it	back,	still	learning	by	observation.	Bone	cracks	audibly.	"Yeah,	but	you—	I	mean,	look	at	them!"	The	moaning	thing	was	crawling	away	on	all	fours.	Are	they	monsters?	In	its	own	way,	though,	that	nihilism	itself	can	be	comforting,	and
this	is	another	place	where	I	quibble.	Suck	it	up,	soldier.	I	may	have	grown	up	distant	but	I	grew	up	objective,	and	I	have	Robert	Paglino	to	thank	for	that.	And	not	trying	is	so	much	easier	than	trying-and-failing.	Only	Amanda	Bates,	already	dressed	and	cycling	through	a	sequence	of	bone-cracking	isometrics,	possessed	anything	approaching	mobility.
Isaac	Szpindel	reached	one	trembling,	insensate	hand	for	the	feedback	gloves	at	the	base	of	his	pod.	Not	many	baselines	felt	comfortable	locking	stares	with	a	vampire—Sarasti,	ever	courteous,	tended	to	avoid	eye	contact	for	exactly	that	reason—but	there	were	other	surfaces	to	his	topology,	just	as	mammalian	and	just	as	readable.	For	long	dark
years	she’d	made	do	on	pure	inertia,	hording	every	swallowed	atom.	The	Theseus	is	crewed	by	a	carefully	selected	group	of	technologically	engineered	superhumans,	which—attempting	to	discover	the	source	of	a	network	of	extraterrestrial	probes—encounters	alien	life	in	a	vessel	that	names	itself	Rorschach.	Something.	I’d	suffered	less	than	Pag	in
the	way	of	overt	violence;	my	seizures	tended	to	keep	the	other	kids	at	a	distance,	scared	them	even	as	they	incapacitated	me.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Blindsight	by	Peter	Watts	Publisher:	Tor	Books	2008ISBN/ASIN:	0765319640ISBN-13:	9780765319647Number	of	pages:	340	Description:Canadian	author	Watts	explores	the
nature	of	consciousness	in	this	stimulating	hard	SF	novel,	which	combines	riveting	action	with	a	fascinating	alien	environment.	The	tent	inflated	like	an	abscess	on	Theseus’s	spine,	a	little	climate-controlled	bubble	of	atmosphere	in	the	dark	cavernous	vacuum	beneath	the	ship’s	carapace.	By	2017,	many	states	in	the	United	States	had	even	made	it
illegal	to	print	phone	books,	according	to	TruthFinder.	The	body	inflates	in	painful	increments:	blood	vessels	dilate,	flesh	peels	apart	from	flesh,	ribs	crack	in	your	ears	with	sudden	unaccustomed	flexion.	Gravity—or	any	centripetal	facsimile	thereof—did	not	appeal	to	me.	You	fire	up	your	inlays	and	access	your	own	vitals.	I	was	no	stranger	to	the
taunts	and	insults,	or	the	foot	that	appears	from	nowhere	to	trip	you	up	en	route	from	A	to	B.	I	arrived	at	the	playground	to	find	Pag	the	center	of	attention	for	some	half-dozen	kids,	those	lucky	few	in	front	punching	him	in	the	head,	the	others	making	do	with	taunts	of	mongrel	and	polly	while	waiting	their	turn.	Some	things	you	do	by	yourself,	eh?
You	think:	That	can’t	be	right.	Ever	since.	Wha…	your	voice	is	barely	more	than	a	hoarse	whisper,	…	happ…?	Did	he	ever	decide	anything	on	his	own?"	In	Blindsight,	Peter	gives	us	a	universe	that	is	capricious,	agencyless,	and	coldly	mechanical.	We	were	fellow	outcasts,	bound	by	complementary	misfortune.	More	shielding	behind	that;	then	the
telematter	reactor,	where	raw	hydrogen	and	refined	information	conjured	fire	three	hundred	times	hotter	than	the	sun’s.	You’d	scream	if	you	had	the	breath.	That’s	just	what	happens	when	you	splice	vampire	subroutines	into	Human	code.	For	example,	they	may	need	a	summary	of	Roberts	rules	or	a	simple	summary	of	Macbeth	to	help	them	write	a
research	paper,	and	a	book	summary	website	will	help	them	achieve	that	goal.	Getting	the	ship	to	build	some	dirt	to	lie	on.	The	grown-ups	showed	up	eventually,	of	course.	I	would	have	died."	"I	think	you	did	die,	said	my	best	and	only	friend.	My	mother,	for	her	part,	recycled	the	usual	complaints	about	problem	children	and	absentee	fathers—Dad
was	off	again	in	some	other	hemisphere—but	the	dust	settled	pretty	quickly.	They	would	never	have	shipped	us	out	fully	assembled	if	there’d	been	a	cheaper	alternative.	I	had	friends	and	enemies,	like	everyone	else.	In	the	event	of	trouble	those	hatches	would	slam	shut	long	milliseconds	before	Human	senses	could	even	make	sense	of	an	alarm.
Maybe	he	was	keeping	secrets.	Give	it	a	big	enough	matter	stockpile	and	it	could	have	even	built	another	Theseus,	albeit	in	many	small	pieces	and	over	a	very	long	time.	…	Sssuckered,	he	hisses.	(6344	views)	Life	Artificial	by	David	A	Eubanks	-	lifeartificial.comThe	logs	of	an	artificial	intelligence	in	a	post-apocalyptical	world.	Mission	Control,	maybe.
Point	of	view	matters:	I	see	that	now,	blind,	talking	to	myself,	trapped	in	a	coffin	falling	past	the	edge	of	the	solar	system.	Could	take	a	dump	up	here,	too,	Szpindel	rasped.	Their	survival	depends	on	their	ability	to	perform	jobs	and	not	to	upset	the	'Stickies',	the	mistrusting	remains	of	humankind.	But	where	Galapagos	is	a	farce,	Blindsight	is	a	tour	de
force,	a	science	fiction	novel	that	should	be	able	to	make	any	alert	reader	question	not	only	what	just	happened	in	its	pages	(or	pixels),	but	exactly	who	is	reading	them.	And	even	more	so,	who	is	relating	those	events—and	whether	that	person	even	exists	at	all.	A	novel	destined	to	change	the	face	of	the	genre.	Hard,	elaborate	science	fiction	in	a	dark
future.	Then,	find	the	search	box	and	enter	the	name	of	the	person	or	business	you	want	to	call.Results	to	ExpectIf	you’re	searching	in	the	Telkom	directory,	expect	to	find	the	name,	address	and	phone	number	of	the	party	you	want	to	call,	if	they	have	a	listed	number.	Other	information	that	may	be	included	if	you’re	looking	up	a	business	is	the
company	profile	and	a	link	to	the	company	website.	Probably	communing	with	the	Captain.	After	all,	Theseus	damn	well	was.	Maybe	I	should	just	let	that	process	unfold,	maybe	I	shouldn’t	try	to	mess	with	nature.	If	that’s	not	enough,	some	of	these	book	apps	and	subscription	services	also	provide	links	to	videos,	reports	and	TED	talks	for	the	books,	as
well.YouTube	Channels	Offering	Book	SummariesIf	you	would	rather	not	read	a	summary	of	books,	there	are	many	YouTube	channels	offering	book	summaries	online.	Then	again,	Pag’s	parents	hadn’t	messed	with	nature,	and	look	what	it	got	them:	a	son	curled	up	in	the	dirt	while	a	bunch	of	engineered	superboys	kicked	in	his	ribs.	When	the	ship	did
speak,	it	spoke	to	him—and	Sarasti	called	it	Captain.	For	now,	though,	the	old	slur	was	freshly	relevant:	The	Undead	really	did	all	look	the	same,	if	you	didn’t	know	how	to	look.	Just	enough	time	for	those	who	preferred	gravity-bound	sleep	to	haul	their	personal	effects	into	the	drum	and	stake	out	their	allotted	4.4	square	meters	of	floor	space.	Some	of
the	bloggers	and	website	owners	also	provide	video	and	audio	summaries,	as	well.Subscription	Services	and	Book	AppsIt’s	possible	to	find	chapter	summaries	of	books	available	through	subscription	services,	as	well	as	book	apps.	Theseus’s	fabrication	plant	could	build	everything	from	cutlery	to	cockpits.	Then	a	long	cold	coast	through	the	abyss,
years	of	stingy	accounting,	the	thrust	of	every	antiproton	weighed	against	the	drag	of	sieving	it	from	the	void.	Maybe.	You	wonder	if	this	was	how	it	felt	for	Chelsea,	before	the	end.	Bladders	of	isotonic	saline	cling	to	its	limbs	like	engorged	antiparasites,	like	the	opposite	of	leeches.	The	rest	of	them	ran	at	the	sight	of	blood.	Not	even	these	machines
had	fine	enough	fingers	to	reconstruct	a	few	trillion	synapses	in	the	space	of	a	Human	skull.	To	do	a	reverse	number	lookup,	choose	a	site	that	offers	the	service,	such	as	WhitePages,	navigate	to	the	phone	lookup	section	and	enter	the	number.	It	ended	with	all	those	things.	We	could	keep	them	closed	if	we	wanted	to,	if	it	made	us	feel	safer.	And	we	do
have	a	cultural	bias	toward	believing	that	the	most	cynical	response	to	any	situation	is	the	wisest	and	most	knowledgable	one.	You	wake	in	an	agony	of	resurrection,	gasping	after	a	record-shattering	bout	of	sleep	apnea	spanning	one	hundred	forty	days.	Don’t	be	a	fuckwad.	To	do	this,	open	your	device	and	run	a	search	for	either	a	specific	online
directory,	such	as	Telkom	or	WhitePages.	It	was	normal	for	them,	it	was	their	own	unique	take	on	resource	conservation.	Theseus	had	to	filterfeed	the	raw	material	from	space,	one	ion	at	a	time.	Still.	With	that	classic	opening	line—spoken	in	the	voice	of	Siri	Keeton,	first-person	narrator—Peter	Watts	does	not	so	much	invite	as	abduct	the	reader	into
the	experience	of	a	Human	being	in	the	wrong	place,	at	the	wrong	time,	about	to	discover	just	how	wrong	the	universe	can	really	be.	It	turned	out	okay,	obviously.	Maybe	his	mother	had	just	pulled	the	plug	on	whatever	game	he’d	been	wired	into	for	the	previous	eighteen	hours,	forced	him	outside	for	some	fresh	air.	Are	the	aliens	monsters?	Horrible
things	happen	for	no	reason,	because	the	universe	is	like	that,	and	Watts	doesn’t	give	us	the	pretense	of	some	higher	meaning	as	a	comfort.	We	were	alone	and	off	course	and	utterly	helpless,	and	it	took	a	conscious	effort	to	remember:	They	would	never	have	risked	our	lives	if	we	hadn’t	been	essential.	Just	add	water.	Blindsight	is	one	of	those	rare
books	that	alters	the	reader’s	perception	of	the	world	and	of	himself,	if	the	reader	is	brave	enough	to	tackle	it	head-on.	So	I	picked	up	a	rock	the	size	of	my	fist	and	hit	two	of	Pag’s	assailants	across	the	backs	of	their	heads	before	anyone	even	knew	I	was	in	the	game.	As	Siri	himself	wonders	at	a	crucial	part	in	the	narrative—"Did	he	ever	speak	for
himself?	I	learned	to	fit	in.	I	wondered	if	I	should	kill	it	before	then.	In	fact,	some	of	the	Human—or	near-Human—people	turn	out	to	be,	to	coin	a	phrase,	the	real	monsters	here.	So	I	survived	that	and	a	million	other	childhood	experiences.	At	the	age	of	eight,	he	was	my	best	and	only	friend.	Two	of	the	enemy	twitched	at	my	feet.	His	cheek	was	turning
blue	and	yellow.	In	addition	to	cosmology	and	evolution,	Peter	hangs	his	plot	on	a	hard-biology	explanation	for	vampire	legends	that	alone,	in	the	hands	of	a	lesser	author,	would	be	sufficient	for	a	series	of	novels.	You’ve	overslept	by	almost	five	years.	Not	with	the	scramblers	or	Rorschach,	not	with	Big	Ben	or	Theseus	or	the	vampires.	One	of	them
commands	this	very	mission.	Sorry.	It	was	a	single	printed	card	with	some	numbers	printed	on	it.	She’d	taken	us	a	good	fifteen	AUs	toward	our	destination	before	something	scared	her	off	course.	Even	if	the	odds	are	impossible—and	how	many	eight-year-olds	would	go	up	against	six	bigger	kids	for	a	sandbox	buddy?—at	least	you	call	for	backup.	I
kicked	one	in	the	head	until	it	stopped	moving,	turned	to	the	other.	Most	people	would	say	it	started	with	the	Fireflies,	but	they’d	be	wrong.	You	can	search	these	sites	by	name,	keywords	or	location	and,	sometimes,	you	can	enter	a	phone	number	to	do	a	reverse	search.Telkom	Cell	Phone	ContractsAs	Africa’s	biggest	integrated	telecommunications
company,	Telkom	mobile	contracts	are	also	part	of	the	company’s	offerings.	Where’s—	James	croaked,	coughed,	waved	one	spindly	arm	at	Sarasti’s	empty	coffin	gaping	at	the	end	of	the	row.	(13995	views)	Phantom	Duel	by	Ford	McCormack	-	Infinity	Science	FictionFaria,	as	it	was	called	in	the	Vega	system,	was	about	the	size	of	Earth	and	its
atmosphere	was	tolerable	to	humans	--	there	the	resemblance	all	but	ended.	I	see	it	for	the	first	time	since	some	beaten	bloody	friend	on	a	childhood	battlefield	convinced	me	to	throw	my	own	point	of	view	away.	If	that’s	not	enough,	some	of	these	book	apps	and	subscription	services	also	offer	links	to	videos,	reports	and	TED	talks	for	the	books,	as
well.	I	believed	it.	A	single	sealed	hatch	blistered	the	aft	bulkhead	dead	center.	Beam	Piper	-	PutnamDangerous	beasts,	impossible	weather,	and	political	intrigue	on	the	planet	Fenris,	a	backwater	planet	with	days	that	last	a	quarter	of	a	year.	Oh	man,	are	we	in	trouble."	They	started	it.	"You’re	not	even	Siri	anymore."	I	am	too.	Maybe	they	still	can.
Just	past	him,	Susan	James	was	curled	into	a	loose	fetal	ball,	murmuring	to	herselves.	They’re	just	growing,	because	growing	is	what	life	does,	and	Humanity	happens	to	be	in	the	way.	Oh,	I	said.	We	emerged	from	our	coffins	like	premature	moths	ripped	from	their	cocoons,	still	half-grub.	It’s	like,	your	mom	and	dad	murdered	you—"	My	mom	and	dad,
I	said,	suddenly	quiet,	"saved	my	life.	(6623	views)	Accelerando	by	Charles	Stross	-	Ace	HardcoverThe	Macz	family	has	struggled	for	three	generations	to	cope	with	the	technological	achievements	that	have	rendered	humans	near	obsolete.	By	then	my	brain	was	at	least	firing	on	most	of	its	synapses,	although	my	body—still	sucking	fluids	like	a	thirsty
sponge—continued	to	ache	with	every	movement.	While	you	may	not	find	a	short	summary	of	Hamlet,	you	will	see	religious	book	summaries,	book	summaries	for	health-related	topics,	or	topics	for	business-related	books.Students	Searching	for	Book	SummariesStudents	are	constantly	on	the	lookout	for	book	summaries	for	research	purposes,	as	well
as	for	books	they	need	to	read	for	classes.	My	own	effects	were	minimal;	it	took	all	of	thirty	seconds	to	stick	them	to	the	wall,	and	another	thirty	to	program	the	tent’s	environment.	It	was	like	staring	at	a	great	textured	target	in	shades	of	white	and	gray:	concentric	circles,	hatches	centered	within	bulkheads	one	behind	another,	perfectly	aligned.	"Oh
shit,	you—	I	mean,	you	never…	He	wiped	his	mouth.	It	was	easy	enough	to	retrace	those	steps;	our	course	was	there	in	ConSensus	for	anyone	to	see.	The	printed	phone	books	grew	in	popularity	during	the	decades	and	centuries.	Exactly	why	the	ship	had	blazed	that	trail	was	another	matter.	To	do	it,	you	enter	the	house	number	and	street	in	one
search	box	and	the	city	and	state	or	zip	code	in	the	second	search	box	before	running	the	query.	I	hadn’t	seen	much	of	Pag	lately.	Put	that	down!"	I’d	raised	my	fists.	And	why	not?	Pag	and	I	even	stayed	friends,	after	a	short	hiatus	that	reminded	us	both	of	the	limited	social	prospects	open	to	schoolyard	rejects	who	don’t	stick	together.	You’re,	you’re
not	the	same,	Pag	said	from	a	safe	distance.	A	handful	of	his	genes	live	on	in	your	own	body	so	it	too	can	rise	from	the	dead,	here	at	the	edge	of	interstellar	space.	I	can	think	of	exactly	one	other	novel	that	even	has	the	guts	to	take	that	one	on:	Kurt	Vonnegut’s	much-maligned	Galapagos.	She’d	emptied	her	Penn	tanks,	bled	dry	her	substrate	mass,
squandered	a	hundred	forty	days’	of	fuel	in	hours.	I	grew	up	and	I	got	along.	Putting	the	back	of	my	head	against	that	sealed	hatch	I	could	see	almost	to	Theseus’s	bow,	an	uninterrupted	line	of	sight	extending	to	a	tiny	dark	bull’s-eye	thirty	meters	ahead.	It	took	more	than	three	just	to	get	me	out	of	the	crypt.	We	were	hardly	the	first	vessel	to	travel
under	the	cloak	of	sealed	orders,	and	if	there’d	been	a	pressing	need	to	know	by	now	we’d	have	known	by	now.	His	seminal	observation	set	everything	in	motion.	He	takes	a	rigorously	behaviorist	stance	on	Human	neurology.
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